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Thomas  Lincoln 
Family 


Grandparents 
Bathsheba 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


71.2-oq?.  o<?s.  OS  3  73 


LINCOLN'S  GRANDMOTHERS. 

Abraham  Lincoln's  ancestry  im-| 
proves  with  every  new  research.  The 
identification  of  his  two  lost  grand- 
mothers by  the  Rev.  William  E.  Bar- 
ton of  Oak  Hills,  111.,  lends  support 
to  the  theory  that  Lincoln's  progeni- 
.  tors  were  of  good  stock. 

Bnthsheba  of  the  respectable  Her- 
ring family  is  revealed  as  Lincoln's 
grandmother.  She  replaces  Mary 
Shipley.  "The  .Shipleys,"  says  Bar- 
ton, "were  created  out  of  less  ma- 
terial than  went  into  the  making  of 
Eve."  It  was  Bathsheba  who-  was 
known  as  "the  Widow  Lincoln."  It 
was  she  who  led  the  family  a  diffi- 
cult journey  through  the  Cumberland 
Gap. 

Lincoln  himself  attributed  his  in- 
herited ability,  as  well  as  his  good1 
i  earing,  to  the  other  side  of  the  fam- 
ily) "All  that  I  am  I  owe  to  my, 
mother,"  he  said.  This  mother,  Nancy 
Hanks,  Avas  born  out  of  wedlock,  in 
the  belief  of  Lincoln  himself.  Nancy's 
mother  was  Lucy  Hanks.  Now,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Barton  claims  to  have  found! 
court  records  of  minor  matters  tw 
which  her  name  is  involved.  He  as-| 
sorts  that  after  the  birth  of  Lin- 
coln's mother  Lucy  married,  and 
claims  to  have  unearthed  a  speci- 
men of  her  hand-writing,  as  follows: 
"I  do  sfertify  that  I  am  of  age,  and 
give  my  approbation  freely  for 
Henry  Sparrow  to  get  our  lisons  this 
clay  or  any  other  day.— Given  under 
my  hand— April  26,  1790— Lucy 
Hanks."  Lincoln  held  to  the  belief 
that  his  mother  was  the  daughter  of 
Lucy  Hanks  and  a  Virginia  gentle- 
man of  high  standing. 

The  scramble  for  ancestors  is  a 
desperate  one,  especially  in  this  coun- 
try, where  genealogy  is  comparative-; 
ly  hazy.  Still  the  search  generally 
bears  fruit.  There  is  always  an  ex- 
tra berth  on  the  Mayflower,  into 
which  one's  great-great-great-great- 
grandfather may  be  tucked.  But  the 
search  for  distinguished  ancestors 
for  Lincoln  has  not  been  particular- 
ly successful.  What  his  biographers 
have  proved  is  that  his  family  on 
both  sides  came  of  good  solid  stock, 
but  not  aristocratic  stock.  From 
sia'eh  antecedents  have  sprung  many 


!  of  the  world's  greatest  men., 


WILLIAM  H  CHRISMAN 


/* 


CHRISMAN    AND  CHRISMAN 

ATTORNEYS  AND  COUNSELORS  AT  LAW 


ROSWELL  H    CHRISMAN  MAPLETON,  IOWA 

PHILIP  C.  COCKERILL 


June  28th, 1929. 


Mr  Louis  A.Warren. 

Fort  Wayne  Indiana,  i 
My  Dear  Sir.  "  '» 

Enclosed  find  a  copy  of  Memoirsof  Lincoln 
By  Herring  Chrisman,am  sending  you  this  at  the  request  of 
Mr  Louis  Block  of  Bollinger  and  ^lock  of  Davenport , Iowa. 

It  just  so  happens  that  I  up  at  3 
and  have  been  looking  through  a  heavy  box  of  Fathers, 
writings  and  find  a  written  lacture  on  Lincoln  in  his  own 
hand  writing,  at  least  15  &    -J-  pages  of  it    and  posibly 
may  have  some  more  -nrinftng  done,. 

Please  write  to  Mr  Block  and  let  him  know 
You  have  received  the  ^emoirs. 

Yours  Very  Truly. 

W.H.Chrisman. 


July  1,  1929 


Mr*  f .  H.  Ckeitmm 
M&pletoa,  lows. 

Bear  Mr.  Cbrismsat 

Please  accept-  my  thsssks  for  the  booklet, 
Msraoirs  of  Liaoola  by  B&rris  Chrissiaa. 

I  have  read  it  with  &  great  dee!  of 
Interest  and  hope  that  you  may  be  successful  ia 
the  lecture  delivered  %  Harris  Cfcrisaaan  alt* 

for 

Respectfully  yours. 


.  plrector 

XAacoXs  Historical  Besearch  Fouadatioa 


WILLIAM  H  CHR1SMAN 
ROSWELL  H.  CHRISMAN 
PHILIP  C.  COCKER1LL 


CHRISMAN  and  Chrisman 

ATTORNEYS  AND  COUNSELORS  AT  LAW 

MAPLETON,  IOWA 


July.   7th, 1930. 


Dr  Icuis  A.Warren, 
J?crt  Wayne  Indiana. 
Dear  Dr  Warren, 


are  publishing  a 
some  6C  pages,  6 


little 


book 


We 

of  about  20.000  words  some  6C  pages,  6    by  9/inche 
^writings  of "Herring  Chrisman"    reprinting  the 
Memoirs  of  Lincoln ,v  and  adding  about  as  much  more 
this  last  part  include  some  conversation^  Mr  ^hrisman 
had  with  Mr  Lincoln,  in  Springfield  between  the 
Election, and  Mr  Lincoln's  inauguration,  Principally 
m  regard  to  keeping  Virginia  from  secesion. 

Gould  you  tell  me  where  I  could 
plate  of  Mr  ^incclnthat  would  be  appropriate  to  p-o 
on  one  of  the  front  pages  of  this  book, 

This  is  a  very  Pleasant  face 
you  use,  on  your  gnvelope.      we  doinb  want  to 
intrude  on  others^but  want  the  best  face  we  can 

Any  suggestion    as    to  where 
we  can  get  the  p, roper  negative  ,will  be  appreciated 

Yours  Very  Truly. 


get 


Set, 


irs  very  Truly. « 
%0  ,  <f£>. 


W.H. Chrisman. 


_ 


VttW-WO^    iiAli^^feMAN   and  CHRISMA 

ATTORNEYS  AND  COUNSELORS  AT  LAW 
SHHCC™   —  1  **M API-ETON,  IOWA 

PHILIP  C.  COCKERILL 


r 


August  1,  1930 


Mr*  W.  H.  Chrisman 
Mapleton,  Iowa 

My  daar  Mr*  Chrisman: 

Tour  letter  cam©  while  1  mas  away  on 
ray  vacation  aad  until  now  I  have  not  bad  an  opportunity 
to  Interview  the  proper  author! tie©  relative  to  the  use 
of  our  copyright  portrait  of  Lincoln. - 

I  m  pleased  to  advise  you  that  I  have 

secured  permission  from  the  proper  authorities  for  your 

use  of  this  picture  and  under  separate  cover  I  take 
pleasure  in  enclosing  a  copy. 

IN  trust  that  your  "3l«Boir»  of  Lincoln" 
in  its  reprinted  fora  aay  he  well  received. 

Respectfully  yours. 


■    ,  ,  ...  'irector, 

U&iVL  Lincoln  Historical  Research  foundation 


WILLIAM  H.  CHRISMAN 
ROSWELL  H .  CHRISMAN 
PHILIP  C.  COCKER1LL 


CHRISMAN   AND  CHRISMAN 

ATTORNEYS  AND  COUNSELORS  AT  LAW 
MAPLETON,  IOWA 


Aug, 10th, 1930, 


Mr  Louis  A.Warren. 
Fort  Wayne  Indiana 


My  Dear  Mr  Warren 

Your  letter  of  Aug  1st  and  also 
the  picture  mentioned  are  very  thankfully  received, 
I  Just  returned  ffriday  evening  from  a  trip  in  Jew 
Mexieo  or  should  have  answered  Defore,. 

was  much      ,?leasedj?f  ind  your  letter,  and 
the  picture  and  also  a:    cop  ,y  of  corrected    proof  of 
the  work  we  are  having  done  at  the  Verstgen  Printing  Co,^-^ 
/^Ur^J)jU^ J    a  goocl  many  mistakes  in  the  first  set  up  of  the  type 
but  in  hopes  to  get  it  in  attractive  shape,. 

Hoping    it  may  "be  worth  while. 

Yours  Very  Sruly. 

W.H. Ghri sman. 

P.  o.  When  1  get  it  finished  which  may  be  some  little  time 
I  will  send  you  a  copy  and  £osibly  we  can  get  some  mention 

of  it  in  the  Lincoln  Lore. 

W.H.C. 


WILLIAM  H.  CHRISMAN 
ROS WELL  H  CHRISMAN 
PHILIP  C  COCKERILL 


CHRISMAN  AND  CHRISMAN 

ATTORNEYS  AND  COUNSELORS  AT  LAW 


MAPLETON,  IOWA 


Insurance 


The  Lincoln  National  Life 
Fourt  Wayne  Indiana, 
Dear  oirs. 

I     am  sending  you 
Just  gotten  a  copy  of  yesterday  , 
You  furnished  me  with  the  picture 
am  anxious  for  you  to  see  it, 
mention  in  the  Lincoln  Lore 


Fab 
Co. 


book  that  we  have 
am  having  some  printed, 


a 
I 

of  Mr  Lincoln  and 
and  posibly  you  would  make 
its  so  Wear  Lincoln  Birthday, 


I  have  your  letters  at  the  house, 
but  am  sending  this  along  by  this  evening  train 

Thanking  you  so  much  for  the  Cut  of 
Lincoln  and  v/ith  kind  regards. 

Yours  Very  Truly. 

W.H.Chrisman, 


Mr 


WILLIAM  H.  CHRISMAN 
ROSWELL  H .  CHRISMAN 
PHILIP  C  COCKEH1LL 


CHRISMAN  AND  CHRISMAN 

ATTORNEYS  AND  COUNSELORS  AT  LAW 

MAPLETON.  IOWA 


S'eb,  7th,  1931. 


Dr  Leuis  A.  arren. 
fort  Wayne  Indiana . 
My  "  ear  Br  "arren. 

We  mailed  to  the  Lincoln  National  „ 
Life  Insurance  Company  one  of  our'' MEMOIRS  OS1  LXIG0L2J, 
Yesterday  the     6th  .  Since  then  the  invitation  came 
from  the  Lincoln  Historical  Research  foundation,  to 
attend  the  Dedicatory  Service  ,  on  the  11th  at  fort  Wayne 
I  would  liive  dearly    to  do  so  , . 

We  are  assisting  in  loading  a  car  today 
for  the  Lryed  out  district  of  Arkansas,  and  so  many  things 

always  to  occupy  one  at  home,  that  seems  unwise  to  do  any 
thing  for  pleasure  alone. 

TCould  it  he  worth  while  for  me  to  bring  some 
of  these  hooks    if  I  should  get  away  and  run  over  there,- 

Thanking  you  for  the  invitation. 


« 


February  10,  1931 


Mr.  «.  H.  Chrlaaa^ 
Kaplet©« ,  lorn 

My  deer  *r-  Pfetft**"**1 


My  dear  »r« 
glad  to  »da  to  ovr  eolloetlon  01 

Tery  sincerely  yeurs, 


Lrecter 


m  12.  1921 


Ky  doer  Mr.  Chrisaani 

Thank  you  for  f  orwar&iag  to  n»  yoor 
acknowledgment  of  your  Taook  containing  tbe  memoirs 
of  Lincoln  with  thftlr  review  by  Judge  James  *•  Boiling 


We  are  very  $La&  to  have  this  brief 
respectfully  yours. 


_j)ir0etor 

Lincoln  Historical  research  Strandation 


LeVlVY 

■  •    *     .i  - 


August  9,  1923 


Mr*  V,  H.  Ghrisanen 
Hapleton,  Iowa 

i^jr  dear  Mr.  Cbrlffloeu: 

It  has  occurred  to  m  that  you  nd^it  like  to  haw 
several  copies  of  the  current  issue  of  Lincoln  Lore  to  send 
to  sosae  of  your  Herring  relatives  in  hope  that  they  rasy  he 
able  to  discover  some  family  traditions  yet  unpublished. 

%#  are  very  anxious,  of  course,  to  get  seats  docu*» 
jaentary  evidence  that  will  establish  without  any  question 
the  status  of  Bersheba,  widow  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

If  you  need  isore  copies  of  this  publication*  kindly 
write  to  us, 

Very  sincerely  yours » 


Director 

UI*LH  Lincoln  Historical  Be  search  Foundation 


Chrism  an  and  Chrism  an 

ATTORNEYS  AND  COUNSELORS  AT  LAW 

WILLIAM  H.CHRISMAN   ,^,,A/A 

ROSWELL  H.CHRISMAN  MAPLETON,  IOWA 

PHILIP  C  COCKERILL 


Aug,  18th, 1932. 


Dr  Louis  A. Warren, 
Fort  Wayne  Indiana. 
Dear  Doctor  Warren, 

Mr  Earl  G. Sanem  ,  representing  the 
"Demand  Organization"  of  Chicago,  is  s0^0"^ 
board  o-P  trustees  of  the  Methodist  Hospital  of  oioux 
Citv      to  enter  into  a  contract    whereby  his  company 
will  undertake  to  raise  some  £250.000  by  growing 
from  trustees  and  Ministers  and  friends  of  the  Hospital 
and  giving  insurance  policies  in  return  the  Capital  to 
Sep  up  the  premiums  on  the  policies  for  a  term  of  years. 

J    y  ysr  Sanem  is  proposing  to  use  the  Lincoln 

Hational  Life  of  Fort  Wayne  as  the  Insurance  Co. 

Being  a  member  of  the  board  and 
the  Hospital    People  ari  soliciting  loans,  what  you  might 
have  to  say  about  the  ability    of  Mr  Sanem    to  carry  out 
such  a  proposition  and    if  the  Insurance  Co  are  favorable 

to  those  deals.  Yours  Very  truly. 

W.H.Chrisman. 


CHRlSMAN  and  Chrisman 


August  2$,  1932 

Mr.  f.  E.  Chrisaan 
Chrisiaan  and  Shrlsman 
Mapleton,  Iowa 

My  de'^r  Mr.  Chrisman : 

We  can  recossnend  cost  hi^aXy  the  "Demand 
Organization*  of  (f^Uwgi  whose  representative  is  solict 
ing  the  board  of  Trustees  of  the  Method  1st  Hospital  of 
Siom  City  to  enter  into  a  contract  rith  them. 

We  would  appreciate  very  rrruch  your  con- 
sideration of  their  proposition. 

We  hope  you  will  he  at  the  dedication  of 
our  Lincoln  statue.    Tour  invitation  will  follow. 

Sine  i  rely , 

Director 

Lincoln  Historic  1  Besearch  Foundation 


ymfu 


WILLIAM  H.CHR1SMAN 
ROSWELL  H.CHRISMAN 
PHILIP  C-  COCKERILL 


CHRISMAN  and  Chrisman 

ATTORNEYS  AND  COUNSELORS  AT  LAW 
MAPLETON,  IOWA 


Sept. 11th, 1952. 


Dg  Louis  A.Warren. 
Fort  Wayne  Indiana 
Read  Dr  Warren, 


very  much  appreciated  invitation  to 


attend  the  Dedication  of  the  Bronze  Statute  of  Abraham 
lincoln-0?he  Hoosier  Youth  by  Paul  Manship    has  been  received 
while  I  would  so  much  enjoy  to  he  present  on  that  occasion 
business  is  so  much    needing  attention  at  this  time  seems 
more  to  ones  duty  to  remain  at  home. 

Thanking  you  all  for  the  invitation, 
and  with  kind  regards,  "*ours  "Very  '^'ruly. 

I.E. Chrisman.    „  /  .  ^j 


CHRISMAN  and  CHRISMAN 

ATTORNEYS  AND  COUNSELORS  AT  LAW 
MAPLETON,  IOWA 

June  18th, 1934. 

arren. 
Indiana, 

Dear  «arren. 

Have  been  missing  the  LIIJCQLH  LOHE1 

as  April  Zb  is  the  last  number  1  have  received,  have  been 

in  Missouri  for  a  month  and  wondered  if  they 'could  have 

gone  astray  in  the  mean  ti  e. 

~  —pr     l.:r  J.Huston  Harrison,  of  52  Washington 

Avenue,  Bos emont,  Alexandria,  Ya  .  Is  having  a  book  published 
about  the"Hisrisons'",  and  has  quite  a^aoout  the  Eerrings 
<5tnd  Lincoln  relatives,   that  lived  in  iLockingham  County 
Virginia.  Mr  Harrison  is  the  Gentlemen  that  wrote 

the  notes  for  the  memoirs  of  Lincoln' v.ritten  by  Herring 
Shrisman  that  I  Had  published  and  is  very  through  in  his  work, 
Poslbly  you  might  be  interested  iaaa  seeing  this,  book  or 
the  part  that  relates  to  J-dncoln. 


WILLIAM  H.  CHRISMAN 
ROSWELL  H.  CHRISMAN 
PHILIP  C.  COCKERILL 


1^ 


Dr  -Liouis  A, 
Fort  Wayne, 


CHRISMAN  and  Chrisman 

ATTORNEYS  AND  COUNSELORS  AT  LAW 
MAPLETON,  IOWA 

Is  there  anything  to  fee  paid  for  the  LINCOLN  LOUS, 
How  can  yon  afford  to  put  in  so  orach  work  on  this 
publication  year  after  year  and  sent  it  out  Free.? 

I  •remember  with  great  pleasure  the 
pleasant  time  we  had.    at  the  dedication  of  your 
Lincoln  Hoom  and  display, and  the  banquet  when  Your 
daughter  took  the  part  of  little  girl  Lincoln  called 
or  on  his  way  to  Washington, . 

with  kind  regards. 
Yours  Very  Eruly. 
'„<  .H.  Chrisman. 


June  21,  1934 


Mr.  William  H,  Chrisasn 
Mfplaton,  Iowa 

Mj  dear  Mr.  Ohrissnram: 

lhaak:  you  very  mica  for  ^sailing  to  our 
attention  the  book  whicfe  ?.*  being  $jubllsaed  by  Hr, 
J.  Sa»t:,B  ft&rr'stm*    TPs  will  l3®diaiely  write  j&te  for 
reformation  about  tine  book. 

Be~erabering  ycu  with  mash  pleasure  and 
also  pleased  to  learn  that  you  hare  sot  forgotten  your 
Fort  Wayne  "fieit*  1  aa* 

▼ery  sincerely  yours, 


LAW: US 


Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


CHRISMAN  and  Chrisman 

ATTORNEYS  AND  COUNSELORS  AT  LAW 
MAPLETON.  IOWA 


August  17th, 192  4 


Dr  Louis  A.uaxven. 
J?t  ««ayne  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr  .^arren.  " 

I  received  a  copy  of  LITTLE 
ZiTO  .:;  LINCOLN  EPI SOLES."  and  also    the  July  copies  of 
LINCOLN  LOHE?  for  both  of  these  1  thank  you  very  much. 

Recently  I  have  received  the 
prospectus  of  ~r  J.Huston  Harrison's  "book,  which  have 
"been  looking  forward  to  with  much  interest , think  it  will 
have  something  worth  while  about  the  iiincolns  and  Herrings 
and  cooperate  what  Herring  uhrisman  has  written  about 
Bethsheba  Herring. 

Thanking  you^nything  that  comes 
out  about  Lincoln,  And  with  kind  regards, 

Yours  Very  truly. 

...H.  Chrisman. 


C  H  R  I  S  M  A 


tfort 

ky  Do 


tha 


Jan  15th, 1936. 


A. warren 
>  Indiana 
r  barren. 


-ve  received  Al^st  21  ■  1934incoln 
rPJLPHY I  The  Boy  Lincoln  and  H .  s  Mother  show 
lCe       S  Sorely  lad,  also  the1 5  Lincoln  Lor 
>r  which  I  thank  you  very  much,  ;  7 
*  »    *W!vare  parting  tomorrow  on  a  trip 
regret  that  will  not  be  at  the  Springfield 
the  *  incoln  birthday  this  year, 

wed  a  letter  yesterday  from 
St  Allentown  Pa, a  great 


srr  of  444  5*12.1  ton 
Mr*      fi.  Chri  sman 

Mapleton.  Xoro 

My  dear  Mr.  Chrisoant 


»n  Harris  on,  work  should 

>usly  to  see  it. 

you  for  the  good  things 


_iank  you  very  natch  for  calling  to  ray  attention 
the  new  book  by  J.  Huston  Harrison. 

R».H.  Christian." 

We  have  Just  subscribed  for  the  book  and  look 

forward  to  its  coining  with  interest. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


LAWiLH  Director 


Chrisman  &  Chrisman 
attorneys  at  law 
Mapleton,  Iowa 


FARM  MANAGEMENT 
CITY  PROPERTIES 
INSURANCE 


Jan  15th, 1935. 

xAt  -^ouis  A.IVarren. 
Ji'ort  Wayne  Indiana, 
My  Dear  Mr  warren. 

I  have  received  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
A    CONCISE  BIOGRAPHY.  The  Boy  Lincoln  and  H,  s  Mother  shows 
a  very  sweet  face  of  a  lovely  lad,  also  the  5  -"ineoln  Lore,s 
for  December  for  which  I  thank  you  very  much. 

We  are  starting  tomorrow  on  a  trip 
to  ^loiida  and  regret  that  will  not  be  at  the  Springfield 
celebration  of  the  ^incoln  birthday  this  year, 

deceived  a  letter  yesterday  from 
Harry  0  Knerr  of  444  I. Fulton  St  Allentown  Pa, a  great 
admirer  of  Lincoln. 

The  J.Huston  Harrison, work  should 
be  out  shortly  &  am  waiting  anxiously  to  see  it. 

Again  thanking  you  for  the  good  things 
that  come  from  your  Hedd Quarters, 
Yours  Very  Truly. 

W.H. Chrisman. 


Pioneer  Burying 
Ground  in  Hardin 

(Courier-Journal) 
An  old  burying  ground  always  is  in- 
teresting, and  a  few  are  aware  that  a 
pioneer  burial  plot  lies  just  off  the 
Dixie  Highway  in  Hardin  county.  It 
is  associated  with  the  Lincoln  family, 
and  some  of  that  name  are  interred 
there. 

The  historic  old  cemetery  is  located 
in  the  Vine  Grove  vicinity  about  two 
miles  off  the  Dixie  Highway.  The  bury- 
ing  ground   adjoined   the   first  Mill 
Creek  Baptist  church,  which  was  the 
second  religious  edifice  erected  in  Har- 
din county,  built  soon  after  Kentucky 
was  admitted  to  Statehood.   The  burial 
plot  includes  the  Lincoln  lot  in  which 
Bethsheba   Lincoln   and   two  of  her 
daughters  are  buried.  The  ruins  of  the 
foundation    of    the    old    Mill  Creek 
church  are  yet  visible  in  the  ancient 
cemetery,  which  long  has  been  neglect- 
ed and  presents  a  very  dilapidated  ap- 
pearance. 

Although  in  close  proximity  to  a 
modern  highway,  the  long-abandoned 
cemetery  is  reached  with  some  diffi- 
culty except  in  good  weather,  as  about 
a  mile  of  the  journey  must  be  made  on 
foot.  Made  easier  of  access,  there 
hardly  is  a  doubt  but  that  many  tour- 
ists on  their  way  to  the  Lincoln  shrine 
would  stop  to  visit  the  historic  burying 
ground  associated  with  that  pioneer 
Kentucky  family. 

There  is  something  about  an  ancient 
cemetery  that  seems  to  appeal  to  the 
average  tourist,  and  many  travelers 
stop  to  inspect  the  plots  and  read  the 
inscriptions  on  the  headstone.  For 
some  years  it  has  been  the  custom  in 
various  parts  of  the  State  to  make  the 
old  burying  grounds  more  attractive 
by  giving  them  some  care.  In  some 
cases  patriotic  societies  have  become 
interested  in  such  a  movement. 


7 


Tampa,  Florida, 

June  1,  1931. 


Dr  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 


Dear  Gir:~ 

In  reference  to  the  name  of  the  paper  and  the  date  of  the 
publication  of  the  article  I  mailed  you,   I  have  figured  out  the  fol- 
low ing:- 

You  will  note  in  reading  the  article,  the  date  given  of  the 
death  of  Lucy  Potter  was  the  year  of  1875.    Farther  on  in  tke  article, 
the  writer  states,  "  To  Ellen  Campbell  were  born  five  children  of  whom 
Lucy,  who  died  less  than  two  years  ago,  was  the  youngest."      That,  it 
seems  to  me,  would  place  the  date  the  article  was  written  as  1876-7. 

On  the  reverse  side  of  the  clipping,  lifted  from  the  Scrap- 
book,   I  find  river  news  given  of  boats  leaving  Cincinnatti  for  points 
down  the  Ohio.      Also  an  item  of  news  "  Condition  of  Louisiana  - 
Washington  (Jan  14)  Cor.  Cincinnatti  Gazette.     -  No  year  given.  I 
conclude  from  this,  the  paper  was  the  Cincinnatti  Gazette,  issue  of 
Jan.  14,  or  a  little  later,  1876-7. 

Hoping  the  above  will  be  of  some  aid  in  locating  the  matter,  I  re- 
main, 


PRESIDENT  LINCOLN'S  ANCESTRY. 

H.  Gideon  Welles  contributes  to  the  January  number  of  Galaxy  an 
article  on  the  administration  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  which  contains  some 
interesting  and  hitherto  unpublished  information  about  Lincoln's  an- 
cestry.   This  was  a  subject  of  which  Lincoln  confessed  his  own  igno  - 
ranee.     In  1875  there  died  in  Belief onte,  Pa.,  a  Mrs  Lucy  Potter,  who 
was  a  great  -  aunt  of  president  Lincoln.     Her  father  William  Winters, 
was  born  in  1728  and  died  in  1794.     He  emigrated  from  Berks  County, 
Pa.,  to  Northumberland,  now  Lycoming  County,   in  1728.     He  had  by  two 
wives  nineteen  children,  and  there  was  an  interval  of  forty-two  years 
between  the  birth  of  the  oldest  and  that  of  the  youngest.     His  first 
wife  whom  he  married  in  1747in  the  province  of  Virginia,  was  Ann  Boone, 
a  sister  of  Col.  Daniel  Boone,  the  famous  Kentucky  pioneer.     By  her  he 
had  four  sons  and  seven  daughters.     The  eldest  daughter,  Hannah,  mar  - 
ried  Abraham  Lincoln,  grandfather  of  the  President,  in  Rockingham  Co*, 
Va.     He  emigrated  to  Kentucky,  from  which  state  he  made  a  visit  to  his 
father-in-law,  John  Winters.     Not  long  afterward  Lincoln  was  killed  by 
the  Indians,  leaving  a  son  six  years  old,  who  became  the  father  of  the 
President.    Mr  William  Winters  married  his  second  wife,  Ellen  Campbell,  in 
in  1784  and  from  this  union  were  born  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  of 
whom  Lucy,  who  died  less  than  two  years  ago,  was  the  youngest,  -  After 
the  death  of  William  Winters  his  widow  was  licensed  to  keep  a  "  house 
entertainment"  where  Williamsport  now  is.     There  she  lived  and  reared 
her  own  large  family  and  several  step -children.    Her  daughters  seem  to 
have  been  very  fortunate  in  their  marriages.    The  husbands  of  two  of 
them  became  Justices  of  Supreme  Court  of  the  state,  and  Lucy,  the  young- 
est, was  the  wife  of  W.  IHf.  Potter,  who  died  while  a  member  of  Congress 
in  1638.    She  survived  him  thirty-seven  years,  continuing  a  widow.  What 
is  new  in  these  facts  is  the  connection  of  the  Winters  family  with  the 
Lincolns,  which  was  not  known  to  the  President.    Mr  Welles  says  that  he 
has  no  doubt  of  the  authenticity  of  the  relation,  and  that  the  President's 
ancestry  in  this  county,  paternal  and  maternal  -  Lincoln,  Boone  and  Win- 
ters, -     is  now  traced  to  the  county  of  Berks,  in  Pennsylvania. 


3Ju3.sa,Dkla. 
^e  p  t ■  <±  ,  l^oii . 


jjr.Luuia  A. barren, 
xi'ort  trfajriie.lna. 
ijear  oir- 

i         vi:j  much  interested  m  an  article  appearing  in  uur 
uornmg  paj>*l  sejajraing  lb*  lineage  01  Lincoln  in  connection  with 
the  statue  you  are  doun  to  dedicate  in  your  city. 

£'or  some  time  1  have  made  a  study  oi  the  parentage  oi  Lincoln 
wish   i»be  hopes  oi  muting  out  more  about  his  grandmother  Bathsheba 
Herring  but  have  never  iound  anything  aside    irom  the  mere  mention 
uhat  ohe  was  the  daughter  of  one  Leonard  Herring  of    Boekingham  Co. 
Vu.        a>he  id  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  Berk's  Co.  ra. 

i  am  the  Jr  ea  t -gr  andaug  h  ter  of  one  John  Herring  also  born  in 
*a.  and  naturally  am  ver^  anxious  to  know'  if  there  is  any  connection 
in  these  Herring  families. 

l  note  by  this  article  that  ^ou  ^ave  unearthed  some  new 
evidence  regarding  Lincoln's     family  and  should  you  have  any 
information  regarding  the  Herring  line  1  shoulu  greatly  appreciate 
any  information  that  you  can  give  me,  or  tell  me  where  1  can  get 

the    information.  _  n  *u» 

jr.  William  Barton  has  given  a  very    complete  outline  o±  the 
Lincoln  and  Hanks  families  in  his  bo  oil  "3?be  Paternity  oi  Lincoln 
with  the  proof  of  the  marriage  oi  llancy  HanKS  and  Ihos.  Lincoln 
the  doubt  of  which  saddened  Lincoln's  life. 

*lao  in  "Your  family  free"  written  by  the  late  javid  otarr 
Jordon  among  the  outlines  of  prominent  men  the  imooln  outline 
gives  the  i.vans  family  bac*  to  Henry  the  1  King  oi  trance. 

Sarah  i^vans  mamea  the  first  John  Han*,  or  Han*s  oi  lihitemarsh, 

wishing  you  the  best  oi  success  in  your  woric  and  hoping  that 
l  may  hear  from  you  1  am 

Yours  very  truly, 


» 


September  6,  193? 


m    J»»~      Jut*  a 

wTii.  i'red  k«  Johnson 
SVlsa,  Oklahoma 

D«cr  Mrs.  Johnson;  feat  Akr-a 


Toy  would  be  tiered  I  am 
sure  -to  get  in  touch  pith  v.  '{ .  -rismn, 
Jiftt&aton,  Iowa  *ho  has  written  a  book  on 
th6  iinooln-Herring  contacts. 


fit 


•Paank  you  for  your  infor- 
mation conl'e*aing  the^e  failles. 


trajet  *ht*j» 


lin«<  rely. 


Lincoln  Historic-  3  rS  2bundatlon 


S  - 

Qeat1*    Crreek*  aj*    Sept—  22tZ9>3^ 

Dear      Breaker       Warren  L 

Bid    I    uni-aretand      ytu      te.    eay      that  ne 
hleteriaa     a  a    yet     ha*      definitely    Ideated      the    maldea  nam* 
*f    rvattoaa***    Lint*!*,,    wid*w     *f    pitneer    Lin  tula  I 
It    appear*      to    me      that      Partes,       ma     wtrkin*    en      baadt  atme 
yeara  and      he  U    Barton.  )    at-     thai;      (rime      had      ms  t* 

find     the    name    tt3ilnft*ln     Oum.lu  i     Abraham    Lineela       Gum  )r  a. 
aen    t.f      eld    Jattb      Gtaia,    that      ale      Jiaaab       named       thl*  eta 
••Llnaelft5"-  »,  after     pe*a**r       Abraaam     Lin**!^  that  Abraham 

LlneaHn     if;*t     thie     a  ay    name*,    after      aim*  aeeamae     he  C  Lliaaln) 
ana      Jae**     Gum       were  br*ther*~ln--law/* 

Havre    yam      a    phet*.     a£     the    elia     heme  up,    la   Yirfc-iola.  wher* 
Abraham    Linteln     eepartab     frem     maeia     he    made    reiaaval  dawn 
t*   tJae    M,8Q&   at£iin    up*a     wpper    Green*     filler  T 
lit    appeared      te    my    mind    fixed.     that     xiataea«ba     Gum  married 
te    Abraham    Lln**Iar   piemeer*    in     tbat    tfcun.ty    in    "Vfau,  whieh 
pieneer     Abraham    Lin  tain       left     fraa     when       Jae    bre»*ht  ale 
wife    and    family;       k*    "-Upper     Grr*a*     Rl^;erw    an     the  *80'9> 
aere"'      tratt     whiek       waa    later     patented     t* .  "forti ea  Llnt*ln 
in  ((    *be*t  );     1&&2  tar  ther*ab*uta^ 
H*#eever if     tale    land  ,fc80Q)    Atre*1*     waa     net    patented    in.     Marti" i 
Linttln^a     name*    It       waa      eventually      aaXd      ay     Mattlea.  Lintaln 

and    ttnveyed     ay    him    te  pur*haaer*~ 
It    dee*    teem    arrange.,,  that    na   marriage    litenae      in    Va*.    aan.  be 
fyanA       far      Atraham     LintaXn,,  pianeer ,    and  "iiatXaaaaa" 


Very  Xruly 


September  26$  1933 


Mr4|L.  S.  Pence 

Co*  s  Creek,  Kentucky 

Deer  Mr,  Fence. 

!»y  word  1=  ^  e™^,1"'^-    **  *•  «  *het  u» 

ilneoln>«  »lfe.8  tartly.        ^  *  ■»•»  tei»n iraa  A)>Tehtm 

of  the  fefaL2252S  or  of  «y 

Kentucky  ^  °ee*       a°»B  00         Crwk  in 

ton  on.  ^S^ZS^t^^  tor.  ...  .or. 
o,  the^eer^^  ZliZ  ^ 

Uft  in  ti'USSL^*  Woe^ 

iinooln  .tudents  eppweUUd  by  all 

^•ry  sincerely  yours, 

Director 

iff  Ua00ln  Hi8toricel  MM**  Foundation 


Vine  Grove,  Ky.  Sept.  25,  33. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Fort  Wayne,, 

Ind. 

Dear  Doctor :- 

On  page  16,  your  History  of  Lincoln,  you  are 
not  certain  as  to  the  grave  of  Bersheba  Lincoln  in  the 
Brumfield  lot  in  the  old  Cemetery  of  the  Regular  Baptist 
Church  of  Mill  Creek.  When  a  boy  up  to  manhood,  we 
lived  a  neighbor  to  Mrs,  Lucretia  Austin,  who  was  (  ac- 
cording to  tradition)  the  eldest  daughter  of  Nancy  Ann 
Lincoln  and  Win.  Brumfield.  Mrs.  Austin  was  very  sore  at 
her  neighbors  on  account  of  their  ill  treatment  of  her 
because  she  was  a  first  cousin  of  Abe  Lincoln.  She  was 
a  woman  of  good  sense  and  resented  that  treatment,  until 
Bhe  only  neighbored  with  her  four  married  daughters  who 
lived  near  her. 

Some  few  years  before  we  moved  into  that 
part  of  the  county  Mrs.  Austin's  oldest  daughter,  Nancy 
Harbold,  lost  her  husband  and  with  her  four  small  child- 
ren moved  back  to  her  mother's  home.  My  mother  helped 
Nancy  nurse  Mrs.  Austin  through  a  sharp  short  spell  of 
sickness  and  after  that  Mrs.  Austin  was  a  friendly 
neighbor.  Mrs.  Austin  asked  my  mother  to  let  Nancy  work 
up  her  wool  crop,  as  she  could  handle  it  from  the  sheep's 
back  until  it  came  out  of  the  loom,  and  for  some  years 
Nancy  did  work  up  the  wool;  come  Monday  morning  and  leave 
Saturday  evening,  to  be  with  her  children  on  Sundays. 
Each  night  after  supper  Miss  Nancy  brought  forth  her 
stone  pipe  and  after  some  few  heavy  puffs  she  was  ready 
to  talk  and  did  tell  many  things  that  had  happened  in  the 
north  end  of  Hardin  County  before  we  had  moved  there. 
She  did  tell  my  mother  in  my  presence  that  her  Grandpa, 
Grandma, Aunt  Mollie  and  Granny  Lincoln  were  buried  as 
named  in  the  old  cemetery  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Mill  Creek  about  one  mile  west  of  her  mother's  house. 
That  Granny  Lincoln,  Grandma  and  Grandpa  had  lived  and 
died  at  that  same  house.  I  heard  Mrs.  Austin  tell  my 
father  and  mother  that  her    father,  mother,  Mollie  and 
granny  were  buried  in  the  order  named  in  that  old  cemet- 
ery. 

I  was  nearly  grown  and  reading  history 
before  I  knew  that  Mrs.  Lincoln  had  any  other  name  except 
"Granny",  as  all  the  old  people  in  that  section  spoke  of 
her  as  "Granny  Lincoln".  Then  history  said  her  name  was 
Bathsheba  until  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren  found  her  name  written 
by  herself  and  recorded  as  Bersheba.  From  seven  to  twenty 
years  old  our  neighbors  on  the  south  south  east  and  east, 
and  one  family  on  the  farm,  were  daughters  of  Lucretia 
Austin  and  granddaughters  of  Nancy  Ann  Lincoln  Brumfield 
and  we  gathered  quite  a  lot  of  Lincoln  history  and  tradi- 
tions. Mrs.  Lucretia  Austin  was  about  seven  years  older  than 
President  Lincoln  and  I  never  heard  her  call  him  at  any 
time  by  any  other  name  than  "Little  Abe"  and  she  spoke  of 
her  grandfather  as  Grandpa  Abe, 


March  21,  1935 


Hr.  Harry  Herring 
2615  1«  Ocean  Ave. 
Long  Beach ,  California 

My  dear  Mr.  Herringi 

Back  at  my  desk  again  after  a  two  months  absence 
due  to  ray  speaking  Itinerary  in  the  West  I  am  trying  to 
check  up  on  some  of  the  contacts  made  and  I  find  your 
card  with  the  notation  that  I  should  send  you  the  name 
of  the  gentleman  who  has  done  son*©  work  on  the  history 
of  the  Herring  family* 

"Memoirs  of  Lincoln"  by  Herring  Chrisman  was 
published  by  his  son  William  Herring  Chrisaan  in  1930. 

You  may  reach  William  Herring  Chrisman  by 
addressing  him  at  '/apleton,  Iowa. 

I  am  also  taking  occasion  to  enclose  a  photostat 
copy  of  a  bulletin  I  published  some  years  ago  in  which  I 
tried  to  entangle  the  mystery  of  the  Herring  ancestry  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  help  us 
discover  some  Pennsylvania  contacts  between  the  Lincolns 
and  Herrings  and  if  we  are  able  to  do  this  we  may  prove, 
as  I  hope  we  may  be  able  to  do,  that  Abraham  Lincoln  the 
pioneer  was  married  but  once  and  that  his  first  wife  was 
a  Herring.  This  fact  has  never  been  proven  satisfactorily 
to  Lincoln  students. 

You  will  also  find  enclosed  the  copy  of  Lincoln 
Lore  giving  the  Lincoln  ancestral  line,  which  may  be  of 
Interest  to  you. 


Mr.  Harry  Herring 


March  21,  1935 


Please  feel  that  we  are  greatly  interested  in 
trying  to  solve  once  and  for  all  the  question  of  Lincoln* s 
maternal  grandmother  and  if  you  have  Pennsylvania  records 
on  the  Hee-rings,  it  seems  to  ras  yon  are  in  a  good  position 

to  help  us. 

If  you  car©  for  documents  on  the  Herring  family 
in  Virginia,  t  have  a  great  atany  of  those  and  would  be 
pleased  to  cooperate  with  you  in  any  way  possible. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Stfftft 
Erics. 


Director 


3  Tyia-uFfci  J^i 


r 


*  -  4~ 


4>^6.  ^m-*^  ajtfcAid  kfrju^t 


May  12,1931. 

I,  John  J.  French,  of  Route  #4,  Vine  Grove.  Ky.,  being 

in  the    73rd/e^r  of  my  life  make  this  statement. 

In  August  1379  I  married  Elizabeth  Prances  Harrison  the 
2nd  daughter  of  Abner  and  Susan  Harrison  and  two  weeks  later 
we,  with  nineteen  other  persons,  moved  to  South  Kast  Missouri* 
We  remained  there  until  the  Fall  of  1 860  and  on  the  account  of 
so  much  Swamp  fever  we  cam©  back  to  Kentucky;  my  wife  and  infant 
son  both  beings  ill  of  Gfeta&p  fever,  from  which  she  never  reeo^sred, 
and  died  in  August  1GC1.    About  t?;o  weeks  before  my  wife's  death 
her  mother,  Susan  Harrison,  came  from  South  Sast  Mo.,  to  be 
with  her,  and  at  her  death  selected  the  place  for  her  interment, 
which  was  by  the  side  of  her  Great  Great  Grandmother  Bersheba 
Lincoln  in  the  Lincoln  lot  in  the  Old  First  Mill  Creek  Baptist 
Church  Cemetery. 

My  wife's  mother,  Mrs.  Susan  Harrison,  was  a  grand 
daughter  of  Nancy  Lincoln  Brumf  ield,  making  her  a  great  grand 
daughter  of  Bershebd  Lincoln,  and  she  knew  where  each,  member  of 
her  family  was  buried    in  the  Lincoln  lot  at  this  Old  Cemetery 
and  had  no  trouble  in  locating  the  proper  place  for  my  wife's 
last  resting  place.  Before  the  death  of  my  wife  and  before  the 
arrival  of  her  mother  she  requested  me,  should  her  mother  not 
arrive  until  after  her  death,  that  she  be  buried  with  her  own 
people  in  the  Line  olio,  lot  in  the  Old.  First  Mill  Creek  Baptist 
Church  Cemetery.  ^M^^L 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  by  John  J  .French  of  IVF_tD^  #  4 
Vine  Grove,  Kentucky . ,This  12th  day  of  May  193" 


Notary  Public,  Ha&n  County,  Ky. 

V  ctMnn»ss«>n  expires  Jarjy.  5<  1Q32 


Gering.Nebr.  July  21,1938 


the  bulletin  carrying  names  of  LinnTi    •        '  "0Wev<3**i 
was  oi.itted  aitho  two  enciosurp«  *8  re-,-a^^-v'ea 

I  should  11  ice  verv  imr»v>  +    u.         w^ere  to  be  sent. 

v.     .  we  •      j_  n&ve  con  si  der'ah"*  •*  1  nfny«n«  +  < 

about  the  Elizabeth  Lincoln  line    two  '"of  r        110  J 
children  are  living  at  Moccasin  Montana  hut 
old  people.  I  have  visited  themVnd  «r    i        ar'e  very 
correspondence.  I  have  two  of  h&r>  i     ^  consoant 

September  9,1937 
Information  you  nay  desire.  Kindly  outline  what  you 
would  like  to  have.  Miss  Settle  Chrlsrnan.  naxed  f/>' 
Elizabeth  Lincoln  Chrlsman,and  her  brother  Joe  Andv 
^hrisman  live  at  Jttocca«?ir  win  t    tv.  -p< 
to  recognize  kinship  wifc&^ratoic"^^ 

Mr.  0.  2.  ^diurtry 
Tine  drove,  Kentucky 

»y  dear  Mr.  ScHurtry: 

*Ehan!t  you  very  rauch  for  your  letter  and  also  the 
attached  affidavit  of  John  J.  French. 

I  am  still  v*»ry  anxious  to  learn,  however,  what 
BerJaheba  I4neola*  s  maiden  name  aai,    John  Hal  I  says  ■  i  t  was 
Ship  I  ay,  while  the  people  in  EocS&nfham  Coanty,  Virginia  claim 
feat  it  wag  Herring,    is  it  not  possible  that  mm  of  the 
descendants  thro  -rft.  the  Cranes  of  Broafield    eoold  discover 
just  who  Beraheba  was  before  she  married  the  Pioneer  Abraham' 
Lincoln? 

Any  information  you  might  gather  on  this  subject 
wo  dd  be  timely,  indeed. 

Very  truly  yours. 


director 


a**  #1  iV*  IXaK  ado%  mu  £n&ittB  e'jtto&aAI  «f«Mfc&  ••' 

erfj  ^c  «aoa  imstt  ©Xcfjtesoq  J  Ott  41  si    •gaJhrceii  m  4i 
Teres*  *&  JbXi-o©    M#-Hw*-"  t«  awinO  90*  4^-<ntrf*  a^aefttwit^ 
'nwrffficfA  leeno*5*  erf*  bbtt*M&  exa  asttfltti  mm  fltfMfertaf  «&r  Jeut 

,L©«t&ni  t^£ciJilt4       1)1  Off 


Gering,Nebr.  July  21,1938 


Dear  Sir: 

of  «  Uncof^insme^  neVbuJiet'in  "~nt 
the  bulletin  carrying  SStf*  of  t\-     e*c}osed.  However 
was  omitted  altho  two  enclL  l  Llncoln  s  relatives 
I  should  like  very  much  ?o  L  6S^ere  to  be  se^- 
one  to  spare  me        ?  £«  Ve  this  if  y°u  have 

about  thrEnLbeth\?LVo^n°nSLderfle  ^rnatTon 
children  are  livini  at  1      \         tw°  of  her  grand- 

old  People/l'hlve^LiLrthlmfnfr-5^  &re  Ve^ 
correspondence.  I  hive  two       he    bo  kV":^8^1 
Pictures  of  the  old  hoie    t    l  L  ??  S      1  als0  have 
information  you         ^  ^j^l^^ 
would  like  to  have.  Miss  Bettie  Chrisman,  named  fir 
Elizabeth  Lincoln  Chrisman,and  her  brother  Joe  Andy 

to  zstits  t^mmitiftmvfflr 


There*  are  a  number  of  mistake 
in  the  Memoirrs  of  Lincoln  by- 
Herring  Chrisman,  but  he  wrote 
in  good  faith.  I  presume  you  ha 
copy  of  the  deed  signed  by 
Abrhm. Lincoln  and  Bat sab  Lincoln 
deeding  Rockingham  rfk)  .Va  .land 
away  when  they  wentifto  Ky.  Geo. 
Chrisman  is  one  of  $i tnesses 
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July  26,  1938 


tinting,  H&t&arm-sf'Sa 

Miss  Us  tails  Chrisraan  Laughlin 
Gering,  Nebraska 

Dear  Miss  Laughlins 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  o   your  card  of 
July  31  to  Dr.  Warren,  who  is  absent  from  Fort  faynd  for 
the  next  two  weeks.    I  am  sure  he  will  "be  very  much  tu- 
ts rested  in  reading  your  card. 

It  may  he  possible  that  the  bulletin  which  was 
mentioned  as  being  enclosed  in  Dr.  Warren' s  latter  of 
July  15  was  sent  under  separate  cover,  and,  if  this  is 
the  case,  I  trust  that  you  have  received  it  by  this  time. 

Tours  v^ry  truly, 


MAC  J  SB  Librarian 
A.  Cook 


August  4,  1938 


Miss  Sstelle  Ohrisman  Leaghlln 
Soring,  Nebraska 

V|i  dear  Madams 

Tour  not*  brotaght  with  1%  some  very  interesting 
Information  said  X  am  greatly  in  hopes  you  will  be  able  to 
clear  up  for  us  one  problem  which  has  confronted  Lincoln 
genealogists  all  these  years.    The  question  is*  who  was 
Satheheba  Her  ring  and  is  there  any  document  anywhere  that 
sill  allow  us  to  prove  conclusively  who  her  parents  were? 

1  em  quite  familiar  with  Mr*  Christian's  work 
and  agree  with  you  that  there  are  several  Very  serious 
mistakes  in  his  deductions. 

%    It  appears  to  me  that  It  would  be  very  worth 
shile  to  make  record  of  anything  that  is  available  about 
Elisabeth  Lincoln,  a  t&sttr  Of  Abraham  Lincoln*  s  own 
grandfather,  and  if  it  would  not  be  too  much  trouble  I  ^ 
wish  $ou  might  give,  me  the  names  of  oU  ■  :  -  :  ,>^uXo 

Ins  only  fact  we  have  about  her  is  that  she  married 
Joseph  Chrisaan,  son  of  John  and  Aims  Harrison  Cferisman 
and  that  she  lies  buried  at  Socks  Creek* 
There  is  a  record  Of  but  one  child,  a  son,  John  or  Joseph, 
who  had  one  daughter »  Mary,  who  in  1915  was  living  in 
Montana* 

Shank  you  very  much  for  any  information  you  may  be 
able  to  give  us. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 


j   i  i .  .  v  Jtsz^r 


HAZEL   B.  WILLIAMS  _  .  - 

county  Director  County  Welfare  Board 

mary  e.thdrnbrduqh  THE   KEARNY  COUNTY  1-  ^'°"*riELB 

SPERVISOROF  P.C.KII  STN  E  R,  Ulysbeg 

b uS,nUepsEsTnsd finance  BOARD    □  F    SOCIAL   WELFARE  R>  E-  MENN- LAKIN 


LA  KIN,  KANSAS 

Feb.  27;  19*K). 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warrenj 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  laynea  Ind. 

Deer  Dr.  Warren: 

In  looking  over  some  of  the  back  issues  of 
The  Lincoln  Kinsman,  I  find  in  the  September,  193^  number 
that  you  are  appealing  for  information  about  the  Herring 
line. 

Of  course  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  your  pre- 
sent data,  but  have  remembered  about  a  little  book  given  me 
by  a  neighbor  before  she  died.     It  is  compiled  and  published 
by  Harry  M.  Strickler,  of  Luray,  Va.  ,  and  entitled  "Tenth 
Legion  Tithables". 

I  wonder  if  you  have  this  booklet;  since  it 
gives  names  of  5  Herring  tithables  at  that  period  of  1792, 
and  as  it  is  his  home  locality,  I  am  wondering  if  Mr.  Strickler 
may  have  considerable  data  not  printed  in  this  book.    He  printed 
this  in  1930-    Ke  states  that  the  "Herrings  still  live  between 
Dayton  and  Bridgewater  on  west  fork  of  Cooks  Creek.    I  think 
this  is  a  very  old  homestead.    Here  we  have  Abigail  Herring.  I 
think  it  was  an  Abigail  Herring  that  married  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
became  the  grandmother  of  the  President.    I  noticed  that  this 
name  was  spelled  on  an  old  tombstone  in  Harrisonburg,  Herron." 

I  elu  particularly  interested  in  the  map  he  has 
bound  into  the  back  of  the  book;  it  snows  the  site  of  the  Lincoln 
home  on  Linville  CreeK  and  also  locates  a  point  as  site  where 
"Pres.  Lincoln's  father  was  born  about  177"  (this  is  blotted)" 

If  it  should  so  happen  that  you  do  not  have  the 
booklet;  I  would  be  glad  to  loan  mine  for  your  survey;  however, 
I  think  it  likely  that  Mr.  Strickler  may  still  be  pt£T  suing  his 
genealogical  profession  at  Luray,  Va.    He  was  of  the  same  family 
line  as  my  neighbor  friend. 

Trasting  you  may  have  success  in  your  efforts  to 
establish  this  line,  I  am, 


February  29,1940 


Mrs*  Hary  15  •  3!hornbrough 
Board  of  Social  Welfare 
Kearny  County 
Lsfeln*  Kansas 

Bear  Mrs*  Ifoorntn^u^fci 

I  wish  to  sincerely  thank  yon  for  your  letter 
of 'February  3?  to  Dr.  barren,  who  is  now  absent  froa 
Fort  Wayne  on  an  annual  speaking  itinerary* 

We  do  not  have  in  our  poonesslon  a  volume 
eos^ilea  by  Harry  M.  Striefcler  entitled  "Tenth  Legion 
mhablos." 

I  will  be  very  haiw  to  place  your  letter 
before  Br,  Warren  when  he  returns  to  Fort  Wayne.  If 
he  1ms  not  had  the  privilege  of  viewing  a  votes  by 
StricS&er  I  an  3ure  that  he  will  be  very  happy  to  cot 
in  touch  with  you  and  will  appreciate  your  courtesy 
of  a  loan  of  yen*  c-ry. 

Tours  very  truly. 


M.  A,  Cook 


Librarian 


March  11,  19^0 


Mrs.  Mary  I,  Thorribrough 
Bow*  of  Social  welfare 
Bearay  County 
X&kin,  Kansas 

Dear  Madams 

Thank  you  for  calling  to  our  attention 
toe  little  book  written  by  Mr.  Strickler  entitled 
lenth  legion  Titfaablsg." 

He  do  have  three  hooks  by  Mr.  Strickler 
hut  none  of  this  title,    If  you  would  care  to  for- 
ward It  for  our  observation,  we  would  he  pleased 
indeed  and  If  any  copies  are  available  we  will 
write  to  Mr.  Strickler,  if  the  copy  seems  to  be  of 
interest.    Ihank  you  very  such  for  the  inforaation 
which  your  letter  contains. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Stitiat 

L.A*Varr@n 


Sirectcs? 


Harrisonburg  Va. 

Route  4*-E22£      .   v  ...... 

November  8,  194(H\ 

Dr.  Louis  A.Warren, 
Fort  Wayne  Indiana 
Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  recently  received  through  the  bublishers  a  copy  of  your 
Eulletin  M  Lincoln  Kinsman"  wherein  you  give  my  affidavit  as  to  my  personal 
knowledge  of  the  maiden  name  of  Eathsheba  the  grandmother  of  the  President. 

In  this  communication  I  gave  what  I  believe  to  be  almost 
absolute  proof  of  Herring  being  the  maiden  name  of  the  presidents  grandmother 
and  this^the  recorded  fact  that  in  a  list  of  upwards  of  three  thousand 
marriage  licenses  issued  between  1778  and  1825  there  does  not  occur  even 
one  wcmans  given  name -of  Eathsheba  except, the  Bathsheba  that  married 
Abraham  Lincoln  In  1770  at  which  time  the  records  indicate  he  was  only 

26  years  on.  w  *~  if** 

Your  correspondent  says  Abraham  married  Mary  Shipley  and 
the  ether  two  you  list  in  the  bulletin  says  Ann  Boone  the  other  claimant 
records  Hanniah  or  Elizabeth  Winters  as  neither  of  these  name  a  Eathsheba 
and  as  Eathsheba  is  the  proven  given  name  of  Abrahams  wife  can  there  be  any 
further  doubt  that  she  was  Eathsheba  Herring.?  please  let  me  have  your 
definite  opinion  of  this  in  view  of  the  above  and  other  confirmatory 
evidence . 

Yours  truly, 


co 


Mr.  V.  8.  MM  3'  19U0 

Route  Ho.  J.-2222 
Harrisonburg,  Ta. 

Hy  dear  Mr.  Faille: 

t*     ,     ^?,?xpect  the  oonfUeion  about  the  maternity  of  the  five 

^J?*^?T    ^!  ieen  ^gely  due  to  the  testimony  of  one  of  the 
SUSSX***?  °l*S0J  Liacoln  or  Ann,  who  married  William 
snmrield.    He  Uvea  in  the  very  community  where  Bafchsheba  died. 
mVmtlSS^Tl  «*™  vith  reference  to  hie  mSm^^mmSm$ 
no  statement  whatever  with  reference  to  the  Herring  family. 

_  An^fr  testimonial  which  did  very  much-  to  destroy  the 

52   wert  t^SSi^S  JT^V?  Lincoln,  thepfontr's 

Ube'vTth  f^L    ^     ,    .thS  rsalniEC9I5ce8  *l*  M  not  seem  to 
jlhe  with  facte,    for  instance,  in  all  of  the  early  traditions 
Bersheba  was  called  the  daughter  of  Leonard  Herrint    Soon  it  mm 
I™   IZL£  the  Herring  family  St  iHhat  2re 

true,  Bersheba  would  have  been  about  eight  years  old  and  possiblyte 

When  it  was  pointed  out  that  Leonard  Herring  was  married 

tll^^Z^f^S  f°T  ™rrlaee  *  W»  ««"  the  tradition 
off  T?       "*ev  Bersheta  a  .later  of  Leonard  mate* 

StJS^KS:     °  CBn  aee  hor  thlB  confuted  Lincoln  hlatertaaa, 

luat  aSTIJIw*^*'  th*n  !**  Horrln8»  al8°  «*•  People  vender 
juet  now  muojfc  truth  there  vae  in  the  tradition. 

that  mLJ'tSSfi  "U  MS  t0  e"  Tei7  »u'"1  «<=•»  offloial  docuaent 
that  vould  settle  forever  the  question  of  Berehebe'a  varentaae 

Sgftf-ffe**  »#P«»,M«wl».  While  I  feel  quit.  .„rT 
2?2f  .      BefBheba     B  »  »a«iber  of  the  Herring  family,  there 

2  fl0h  STLfi  6ther  ani  btoSore, 

and  there  are  no  documents  which  prore  conclusively  that  she  vae 

£L£*L^£  £  Pl0n9er  Mnaoln-    *  bought  i.  tLt  .Le  da^th 
projw  .earoh  there  my  he  found  in  Augusta  or  Kookinghaa  Couity 

S  «"*  te  «M  Just 

asr*2K  ■»       *s  ah<«tnth. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Director 


/ 


Iteroh  16,  I9k2. 


Mrs.  Ithel  West  Weaver 
Thomas  Jefferson  High  School 

Set)  Antonio, Texas 

My  dear  Jtedam: 

While  visiting  at  the  Thomas  Jefferson  High  School 

in  Sen  Antonio  in  January  X  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  >ou 
after  the  address  before  the  students  and  you  advised  me 
about  your  connection  with  the  Herring  family  of  Bockinghass 
County,  Virginia. 

Just  back  at  my  desk  after  several  weeks  abaenoe  I 

find  a  notation  that  I  am  to  send  you  a  little  bulletin  on 
the  Herring  family  of  Virginia,  which  you  will  please  find 

attached. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Inc. 


Directed 
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1  May    15  1945 

Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren  : 

At  the  request  of  Thad  Davison  of  ^rlville  I  am 
trying  to  trace  down  the  Lincoln  family  Mxsk  tree  back  to  the 
grandfather^  Abraham  Lincoln.  On  the  face  of  it  it  seems  to  be  a 
rather  hopeless  task  with  little  to  go  on. 

The  facts  are  these  :  Josiah  Da  vision  was  a  Virginian 
one  of  the  m  colonial  sheriffs  under  the  King  of  England  prior^o  the 
outbreak  of  the*m*$Msmm&®m  fcvclutionary  war. 

Then  he  joined  the  patriot  forces  in  Virginia 
serving  about  two  years. 

He    reared  a  family  of  six  children  in  old  Viginia  and 
after  the  death  of  lis  wife  split  his  1800  acresbf  land  among  them, 
each  getting  300  acfies  and  a  £f  brick  house.  Among  these  six  children 

was  Jess©  ^avidson  who  died  young  leaving  a  son  Alexander  Herron 
Dav^tDn  born  March  4  1817.  Ke  died  in  October  1921.  This  man  married 

late  in  life  and  hsks  two  sons  were  born  to  him  Thad  and  ^esse  who 
now  live  at  "arlville,  Illinois/ 


May  2b,  19^5 


Ottawa,  Illinois 
Hsr  dear  Mr.  Tieler: 

For  a  great  laany  years  I  have  "been,  trying  to  solve  the 
problem  of  the  paternal  grandmother  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  while 
there  ie  a  of  evidence  which  points  to  the  Bersheba 

Lincoln  who  married  grandfather  Abraham  Lincoln  as  having  been 
a  member  of  the  Herring  family  as  yet  we  have  "been  unable  to  establish 
through  any  authorised  record  the  proof  we  so  am  eh  desire. 

You  will  observe  by  the  attached  bulletin  that  Josiah 
Davidson  has  been  mentioned  as  the  father  of  Bersheba  and  I  hope 
some  day  we  may  be  able  to  find  out  the  maiden  name  of  hie  wife  . 
We  would  welcome  any  information  not  already  available  in  our  files 
which  would  help  to  thro*  light  on  this  question. 

Very  truly  yours  $ 
LAWjWH  Director 


'  THE  DAILY  REPUBLICAN -TIMES 

(ESTABLISHED  1844) 
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May  2  8  1945 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  "ayne  Ind. 

Dear  Mr.  "arren  : 

Thank  you  for  the  information  on  the  Lincoln  ancestry 

which  I  like  so  many  others  am  trying  to  clear  up  with  out  much 
success. 

Here  are  some  facts  that  may  or  may  not  be  known  to  you 
but  may  help  to  clear  this. mystery  of  who  Abraham's  Lincoln  grand  other 
was  : 

The  -^aviison  brothers ?  Thad  and  ^esse^are  residents  of 
LaSalle  county  living  about  20  miles  north  ofhere  near  the  little 
village  of  ^arlville.  Both  are  well  along  in  years. 

They  are  the  sons  of  Alexander  Herron  Davis son  who  was 

* 

born  in  Virginia  March  4  1817  and  died  in  LaSalle  county  uctober  31 
1921  at  the  age  of  104  years.  He  was  a  resident  of  Virginia  until  the 

Civil  war  broke  out  when  he  packed  up  and  came  to  Illinois  because 

0 

of  his  string  union  sentiment. 
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LINCOLN'S  PATERNAL  GRANDPARENTS,  KENTUCKY  PIONEERS 


The  paternal  grandparents  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
the  great  grandfather  of  R.  C.  Ballard  Thurston,  who 
recently  passed  away  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  were 
pioneer  contemporaries  in  Jefferson  County,  Kentucky, 
and  both  were  killed  by  the  Indians  within  two  years  of 
each  other.  The  decease  of  Mr.  Thurston  and  the  fact  that 
so  many  of  the  events  associated  with  Lincoln's  paternal 
grandparents  happened  in  the  month  of  May  invites  the 
review  of  a  few  pioneer  Lincoln  episodes  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Thurston  for  many  years  was  president  of  the 
Filson  Club  and  for  a  long  period  an  outstanding  patron 
of  Kentucky  history.  His  pioneer  kinsman,  Bland  W. 
Ballard,  might  be  called  the  earliest  recorder  of  an 
historical  episode  connected  with  the  Lincoln  family  in 
Kentucky.  His  observation  was  submitted  to  Col.  R.  T. 
Durrett  and  preserved  in  the  colonel's  papers  now  in  the 
Durrett  Collection  at  Chicago  University  Library.  The 
item  in  question  referred  to  a  massacre  which  took  place 
at  Hughes'  Station  a  few  miles  east  of  Louisville  and 
under  a  crude  pencil  sketch  of  the  station  or  fort  is  this 
notation : 

"Bland  W.  Ballard  states  that  the  station  was  erected 
by  Morgan  Hughes  in  1780;  that  it  stood  on  Long  Run  in 
Jefferson  County  not  far  from  the  Baptist  Meeting  House; 
that  it  consisted  of  eight  cabins  and  four  block  houses  at 
the  corners  and  that  it  was  a  weak  fort  poorly  built.  In 
1786  a  man  was  killed  here  by  an  Indian,  while  he  was 
coming  to  the  station  from  his  land  on  Long  Run,  where 
he  had  been  putting  in  a  crop.  His  family  resided  in  the 
station  and  soon  after  his  death  the  widow  and  children 
moved  to  Washington  County." 

A  footnote  has  been  appended  to  this  notation  in  the 
handwriting  of  Col.  Durrett  and  apparently  made  at  a 
much  later  date  than  the  body  of  the  document:  "Query, 
might  not  this  man  thus  killed  have  been  Abraham 
Lincoln,  the  grandfather  of  the  President?" 

Several  duly  authorized  public  records  have  been  dis- 
covered which  contribute  to  the  support  of  Col.  Durrett's 
supposition  that  the  man  killed  on  Long  Run  at  Hughes' 
Station  was  the  grandfather  of  the  President. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  Lincoln's  paternal  grand- 
father, for  whom  he  was  named,  entered  a  four  hundred 
acre  tract  of  land  near  Hughes'  Station  in  Kentucky  on 
March  4,  1780.  He  migrated  to  Kentucky  about  1782  and 
on  May  17,  1785,  William  May,  surveyor  of  Jefferson 
County,  surveyed  this  tract,  which  he  identified  as  situ- 
ated on  "the  Fork  of  Floyd's  Fork  now  called  Long 
Run."  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  pioneer,  himself  served  as 
"marker"  for  the  surveyor  and  his  second  son,  Josiah, 
and  his  cousin,  Hananiah,  are  named  as  "chain  carriers." 
This  entry  in  the  surveyor's  office  at  Louisville  clearly 
identifies  Lincoln  with  the  tract  of  land  on  Long  Run 
adjacent  to  Hughes'  Station,  one  year  before  the  massacre 
in  the  same  fatal  month  of  May. 

Mordecai  Lincoln,  oldest  son  of  the  pioneer  Lincoln, 
set  forth  in  a  bill  against  John  Reed's  heirs  that,  "Abra- 
ham Lincoln  departed  this  life  in  May,  1786,  without  will," 
which  forever  establishes  the  date  of  the  pioneer's  death. 

When  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  Whig  Congressman  from 
Illinois,  was  in  Washington,  he  corresponded  with  rela- 
tives about  his  ancestry;  he  commented  on  his  grand- 
father having  been  killed  by  the  Indians  in  Kentucky. 
Later  he  wrote  to  another  relative  about  the  massacre  in 
these  words: 

"The  story  of  his  (grandfather  Abraham  Lincoln) 
death  by  the  Indians,  and  of  Uncle  Mordecai,  then  four- 
teen years  old,  killing  one  of  the  Indians,  is  the  legend 
more  strongly  than  all  others  imprinted  upon  my  mind 
and  memory." 


The  massacre  was  also  mentioned  in  the  autobio- 
graphical selections  for  campaign  purposes  in  which  Mr. 
Lincoln  emphasized  the  grandfather  "was  killed  by  In- 
dians, not  in  battle  but  by  stealth  when  he  was  laboring 
to  open  a  farm  in  the  forest."  The  President  usually 
placed  the  death  of  his  grandfather  "about  the  year  1784" 
but  as  we  have  observed  from  the  testimony  of  Mordecai, 
who  shot  the  Indian,  it  was  in  the  month  of  May,  1786. 

Some  weeks  after  the  massacre  of  Lincoln's  grand- 
father, which  apparently  aroused  the  pioneers  because  of 
the  sad  fate  of  the  widow  with  five  small  children  and 
other  community  casualties,  George  Rogers  Clark,  another 
kinsman  of  Mr.  Thurston,  was  encouraged  to  plan  an 
expedition  against  the  Wabash  Indians.  A  subscription 
was  circulated  in  the  Floyd  Fork  community  on  which 
appear,  among  others,  both  the  names  of  the  Widow 
Lincoln  and  Bland  Ballard,  great  grandfather  of  Rogers 
Clark  Thurston  Ballard. 

The  proposal  on  the  subscription  list  is  as  follows: 
"We,  the  undersigned  subscribers,  being  fully  sworn  to 
appraise  the  following  articles  for  the  use  of  the  expedi- 
tion against  the  Wabash  Indians,  commanded  by  General 
Clark  for  Capt.  George  Pomeroy's  Company.  September 
the  8th,  1786." 

Then  follows  36  items  and  among  them: 

"A  gun,  the  property  of  Widow  Lincoln — 8.  0.  0." 

"A  pack  saddle,  the  property  of  Bland  Ballard — 
0.  9.  0." 

One  of  the  most  recent  unpublished  discoveries  by  the 
editor  of  Lincoln  Lore  relating  to  Lincoln's  grandparents 
is  a  manuscript  which  proves  that  the  Widow  Lincoln 
soon  removed  her  family  to  Washington  County  as  the 
Bland  W.  Ballard  statement  indicates.  The  agreement 
signed  by  Jeremiah  York  also  proves  the  widow  had  taken 
active  steps  to  set  about  supporting  her  family  of  five 
children.  The  covenant  and  its  endorsements  which  appear 
in  the  papers  of  the  suit  brought  by  the  widow  against 
York  for  "Covenant  Broken"  follows. 

Lincoln  vs.  York 

Land  Covenant  Broken 

Feb.  1,  1788. 

I  promise  or  cause  to  be  done  for  Barshe  (usually 
spelled  Bersheba)  Lincoln  the  clearing  of  two  acres  of 
land  smack  smothe  for  four  pounds  the  work  is  to  be 
done  this  spring  and  six  acres  to  be  cleared  for  the  plow 
for  six  pounds. 

Test  Jeremiah  York 

James  Cullough 

Suit  brought  against  him  for  covenant  broken  and 
recovery  of  20  pounds  asked. 

Endorsement  May  20,  1788 

Not  executed  by  order  of  Plaintiff. 

Thomas  Bridges 
August,  1788 

We  are  now  able  to  move  back  the  arrival  of  widow 
Bersheba  Lincoln  and  her  five  orphan  children  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Kentucky,  as  early  as  February  1,  1788. 
This  is  eight  months  before  the  appraisal  of  the  pioneer's 
estate  was  ordered  on  October  14,  1788.  The  document 
and  its  endorsement  is  of  further  interest  in  that  it 
reveals  the  Widow  Lincoln  did  not  press  her  charges 
against  York,  which  might  imply  at  least  that  he  had 
made  some  further  agreement  to  carry  out  his  contract. 


Mr.  Lincoln 


How  many  quiz  experts  could  give  the  maiden 
name  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  maternal  grandmother?  It 
was  Bathsheba  Herring.  No  quiz  expert  in  the  world 
however   could  give  the  name  of  Lincoln's  maternal 
grandfather.  Who  he  was  is  not  known  to  this  day. 

These  and  a  multitude  of  ~ 
other  odd  and  colorful  facts 
about  Lincoln  and  the  Civil 
War  were  compiled  by  Rich- 
ard Hanser  in  his  research  for 
the  script  of  "Meet  Mr.  Lin- 
coln" which  NBC-TV  network 
is  presenting  Feb.  11,  in  con- 
nection with  the  150th  anni- 
versary of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
birth.  Here  is  a  grab-bag  of 
curiosa  for  Civil  War  buffs: 

All  actors  who  impersonate; 
Lincoln  on  stage  and  screen 
deliver  their  lines  in  a  rich, 
deep  baritone.  Lincoln  had  a 
high,  thin  voice. 

When  the  Civil  War  broke; 
out,  22  per  cent  of  all  Army 
officers  went  over  to  the  Con- 
federacy. But  only  26  enlisted 
men  left  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

ONE  OF  THE  MOST  beauti- 
ful  letters  ever  written  in  the 
English  language  is  Lincoln's 
j  letter  of  condolence  to  Mrs. 
Lydia  Bixby  on  the  loss  of  her 
five  sons  in  battle.  It  turned 
out  that  Lincoln  had  been  mis- 
led by  the  War  Department. 
Mrs.  Bixby  lost  only  two  sons. 
Two  of  the  other  sons  de- 
serted, and  the  fifth  survived 
also. 

LINCOLN'S  SCRUPULOUS 

honesty  has  become  legendary, 
but  he  was  once  accused  by  a 
newspaper  of  padding  his  ex- 
pense account  as  a  Congress- 
man. 

WHEN  NOMINATED  for 

the  Presidency,  he  was  so  lit- 
tle known  in  some  areas  that 
the  newspapers  kept  misspell- 
ing his  name.  They  called  him 
"Abram."  Others  printed  pho- 
netic pronunciations  of  his 
last  name,  so  people  would 
know  how  to  say  it. 

NO    OTHER  PRESIDENT 

before  "Ike"  was  so  often  re- 
ferred to  by  a  nickname— "Old 
Abe,"  "Honest  Abe"  and  just 
plain  "Abe."  But  nobody  ever 
called  Lincoln  "Abe"  to  his 
face.  His  native  dignity  pre- 
vented any  such  familiarity, 
even  from  his  closest  friends. 
His  wife  called  him  "Mr.  Lin- 
coln." 


The  Elizabeth town  Mews 
Elizabethtown ,  Kentucky 
December  8,  1959 


A  Story  ot  the  Life  of 

Abraham  Lincoln 


(Written  by  Miss  Ruby  Lillian 
Crume,  now  deceased,  only  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  L.  Crume, 
•f  Vine  iGrove.) 

Among  the  pioneer  women  who  came 
to  Kentucky  from  Virginia  was  one 
destined  to  become  the  grandmother  of 
•ce  of  the  greatest  men  that  Kentuc- 
ky ever  produced.  That  woman  was 
Bersheba  Lincoln,  the  grandmother  of 
President  Abraham  Lincoln.  From  her 
he  inherited  many  things  that  con- 
tributed to  his  greatness.  She  was  not- 
ed for  her  native  shrewdness,  her  keen 
intellect,  her  boundless  courage,  and 
dsgged  perserverance. 

Born  in  Virginia 

Very  little  is  known  of  her  early  life. 
She  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1745.  One 
tradition  says  that  her  maiden  name 
was  Herroit  and  that  she  was  of 
French  origin,  and  another  says  that 
it  was  Herrin.  She  evidently  attended 
a  colonial  school  as  a  child  for  she  was 
able  to  write  a  fair  hand  as  the  mar- 
riage permit  of  her  daughter,  Nancy 
Ann,  in  1801  bears  her  signature.  (This 
permit  is  on  file  at  the  Washington 
County  Courthouse) .  She  married  Capt. 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  Rockingham 
County,  Virginia,  when  she  was  about 
Ik  years  old.  Her  five  children — Mor- 
decai,  Josiah,  Thomas,  Mary  and  Nan- 
cy Ann — were  all  born  in  that  county. 

In  1780  Capt.  Lincoln,  who  had  serv- 
ed under  Gov.  Patrick  Henry  on  the 
Southern  Trail  during  the  Revolution, 
took  advantage  of  the  Treasury  Land 
Script  for  land  in  the  County  of  Ken- 
tucky offered  in  payment  for  services 
in  that  war  (by  Virginia. 

Capt.  Lincoln  Killed  by  Indians 

He  migrated,  with  his  family,  to 
Central  Kentucky.  Here  he  acquired 
over  5,000  acres  of  picked  land  in  wide- 
ly scattered  parts  of  that  section.  The 
home  of  the  family  was  located  at 
Hughes'  Station,  on  Long  Run,  in  Jeff- 
erson County.  Here  in  1786,  during  crop 
planting  time,  Capt.  Lincoln  was  killed 


in  a  surprise  attack  by  Indians.  He  died 
without  a  will  and  as  the  ola  English 
law  was  still  in  effect  in  Ameiica,  the 
eldest  son,  Mordecai,  by  the  law  of 
primo-geniture,  inherited  all  the  land 
of  the  family.  Thus,  the  mother  with 
four  children  dependent  upon  her  was 
left  in  a  wild  unsettled  country  with 
the  meagre  belongings  of  the  average 
pioneer  family,  m  a  short  time,  she 
moved  with  her  brood  to  Washington 
County.  Little  is  known  of  her  life 
there  except  that  she  kept  the  family 
together  until  most  of  them  were  mar- 
ried. 

Children  Marry 

The  first  to  marry  was  Mordecai,  the 
eldest  son.  He  married  Mary  Mudd  in 
1798.  The  next  to  marry  was  Nancy 
Ann,  the  youngest  child.  She  married 
William  Brumfield  in  February,  1801. 
Josiah  married'  "Caty"  Barlow  in  the 
same  year  and  month  as  Nancy.  In 
August  of  the  same  year,  Mary  married 
Ralph  Crume. 

About  this  time  Bersheba  began  to 
center  her  interest  on  the  family  of 
Nancy  and  William  Brumfield,  with 
whom  she  made  her  home.  Mary's  hus- 
band, Ralph  Crume,  was  many  years 
her  senior,  and  had  been  married  be- 
fore. He  had  been  a  soldier  of  the  Rev- 
olution and  like  her  father  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  Treasury  Land  Script 
offered  by  Virginia  and  had  taken  up 
land  in  Central  Kentucky.  He  had  a 
comfortable  home  on  a  large  farm  near 
Hardinsburg,  in  Breckinridge  County, 
to  which  he  took  his  bride, 
j  Thomas  Lincoln  Buys  Hardin  Land 
i  Both  Mordecai  and  Josiah  had  farms 
in  Washington  County.  The  former  had 
inherited  his  farm  from  his  father, 
the  latter  owed  some  on  his,  but  was 
rapidly  paying  the  debt.  In  1803, 
Thomas  Lincoln  bought  238  acres  of 
land  on  Mill  Creek  in  northern  Hardin 
County.  He  paid  £118  for  this  property. 
This  was  money  that  his  mother  had 


saved  for  him  when  she  had  hired  him 
out  at  a  man's  wage  in  Washington 
County.  Shortly  after  Thomas  bought 
this  place,  the  Brumfields  and  Ber- 
sheba Lincoln  moved  to  it. 

In  1806,  the  Brumfields  acquired  a 
farm  five  miles  north  on  Buffalo  Run 
of  Mill  Creek.  Here  they  built  a  large 
two-story  log  house  with  a  large  kitch- 
en in  the  rear.  Tradition  says  that 
Bersheba  was  the  brains  of  the  clan. 
She  was  endowed  with  a  shrewd  mind 
which  made  it  possible  for  her  to  plan 
for  the  future.  William  Brumfield  was 
rather  indolent,  but  Bersheba  pushed 
him  along  until  they  were  one  of  the 
wealthiest  families  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. They  owned  a  store,  a  black- 
smith shop,  and  a  stillhouse.  Somehow 
or  other  she  schemed  and  got  the 
three-day  elections  held  at  their  place. 
Bersheba  Died  in  1833 
"Granny"  Lincoln,  as  she  was  called 
by  the  whole  community  after  <the 
coming  of  the  Brumfield  children,  liv- 
ed to  a  very  ripe  old  age.  She  died  in 
1833,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery 
of  the  old  pioneer  Baptist  Church  of 
Mill  Creek.  At  first  her  grave  was 
marked  with  a  large  flat  limestone 
rock  turned  on  end  with  the  letters 
"BL"  carved  near  the  top.  Today  the 
stone  stands  less  than  a  foot  high. 

(The  writer  of  this  story  was  the 
great-great-granddaughter  of  William 
Crume,  who  was  the  son  of  Ralph 
Crume  and  his  first  wife,  Polly  Riggs.) 


Illinois,  Kentucky  Governors  To  Be  Here  Next 


K^x'Ue^tion  ^  t»  «««  fri  on  the  ^Fort 
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ravaged  by  time,  weather  and  souvenir  hunters.  Other  mark 
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To  Present 
Lincoln  Marker 

Governor  William  G.  Stratton  of 
Illinois  and  Governor  Bert  Combs 
of  Kentucky  will  be  here  next 
Wednesday,  May  18,  to  dedicate  a 
new  marker  which  has  been  erect- 
ed at  the  grave  of  Bersheba 
Lincoln  in  a  cemetery  near  Mill 
Creek  on  the  Fort  Knox  reserva- 
tion. 

The  State  oi'  Illinois  has  erected 
the  granite  marker.  Governor 
titration  will  officially  present  the 
5-fool-high  stone  to  Governor 
Combs  and  tbe  people  of  Kentucky 
from  the  people  of  Blinois. 

The  ceremony  is  scheduled  for 
2  p.m.  Wednesday  afternoon.  The 
cemetery  is  located  about  five 
miles  cast  of  Rogersville.  Turn 
east  at  Rogersville  and  follow  the 
signs.  The  Army  has  cleaned  up 
the  cemetery,  graveled  the  road 
and  made  parking  space  for  the 
jeeasion. 


A  dinner  will  follow  the  cere- 
mony at  the  Elizabethtown  Country 
Club  Wednesday  evening  at  7 
o'clock.  Both  governors  are  sched- 
uled to  attend.  Tickets,  at  $2.50 
each,  may  be  obtained  from  John 
Bchen  at  First  Hardin  National 
Bank,  Mrs.  Ernest  Wright  at  the 
Brown-Buscy  House,  Mrs.  Wilbur 
Terry  at  the  free  public  library  or 
from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
office  before  Saturday. 

Speaker  at  the  banquet  will  be 
Dr.  11.  Gerald  McMurtry,  formerly 
of  Elizabethtown.  He  is  a  noted 
Lincoln  authority  and  is  presently 
director  of  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Foundation.  He  also  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Lincoln  Scsqui- 
centcnnial  Commission.  Dr.  Mc- 
Murtry will  review  the  lives  of 
Captain  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his 
wife  Bersheba. 

Others  taking  part  in  the  pro- 
gram will  -be  Chaplain  Donald  F. 
Carter  of  Fort  Knox,  Elizabethtown 
Mayor  Leonard  T.  Bean,  William 


H.  Townsend,  history  profession  at 
the  University  of  Kentucky;  Dr. 
Rhea  A.  Taylor,  executive  director 
of  the  Kentucky  Lincoln  Sesqui- 
centcnnial  Commission. 

The  State  of  Illinois  agreed  to 
erect  the  new  marker  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Hardin  County  His- 
torical Society.  The  old  marker 
had  been  chipped  away  by  souve- 
nir hunters  and  ravaged  by  time 
and  weather. 

Taking  part  in  the  afternoon 
program  will  be  Dr.  W.  W.  Slider 
of  Elizabethtown,  Maj.  Gen.  W. 
Paul  Johnson,  commanding  general 
of  the  Armor  Center;  l5H(h  Army 
Band,  Glen  D.  Palmer,  director  of 
the  Department  of  Conservation  of 
Illinois;  Governor  Stratton,  Gov- 
ernor Combs,  Elizabethtown  High 
School  ensemble,  Dr.  Louis  A, 
Warren,  director  emeritus  of  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
and  former  pastor  of  the  Christian 
church  .  here,  and  V/.  Burton 
Cowley,  president  of  the  Hardin 


County  Historical  Society. 

Bersheba  Lincoln  was  the  grand- 
mother of  Abraham  Lincoln,  16th 
president  of  the  United  States.  She  • 
was  the  wife  of  Captain  Abraham  | 
Lincoln,  who  was  killed  by  Indians  I 
and  is  buried  in  the  Long  Run 
Baptist  Church  Cemetery  in  Jeff- 
erson county.  They  lived  on  Mill 
Creek   near   where   Bersheba  is 
buried. 

Inscribed  on  one  side  of  the  new 
marker  are  these  words: 

"Bersheba  Lincoln  whose  grand- 
son was  the  sixteenth  President  of 
the.  United  States.  Married  Captain 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  Virginia,  ac- 
companied him  over  the  mountains 
to  Kentucky,  worked  by  his  side 
to  create  a  landed  estate  until  he 
was  killed  by  Indians  in  May, 
1786." 

On  a  bronze  plaque  on  the  other 
side  is  a  message  explaining  that 
a  stone  set  in  the  base  of  the 
marker  is  a  piece  from  Abraham 
Lincoln's  tomb  in  Springfield, 
Illinois. 


The  Courier-Journal 
May  18,  i960 


Rites  Today  To  Honor 
Lincoln  Grandmother 

Governors  Combs  of  Ken- 
tucky and  William  G.  Stratton 
of  Illinois  will  take  part  today 
in  a  Fort  Knox  ceremony  at 
2.  p.m.  on  Brooks  Field  honor- 
ing Bathsheba  Lincoln,  grand- 
mother of  Abraham  Lincoln 

Stratton  will  present  Ken- 
tucky with  a  monument  con- 
taining a  stone  from  the  tomb 

£  £re™dent  LincoIn  in  Spring- 
field 111.  The  monument  will 
be  placed  at  the  grave  of  the 
grandmother  in  Lincoln  Me- 
morial Cemetery  near  Mill  i 
Creek  on  the  Fort  Knox  res- 
ervation. I 


Chicago  Tribune 
Chicago,  Illinois 
June  23,  1963 


 History  Quiz  

Do  You 
Remember? 

Do  you  have  a  question 
for  this  column?  Send  it  on 
a  postcard,  with  your  name 
and  address,  to  History 
Quiz,  Chicago  Tribune,  Chi- 
cago 11,  HI  If  RalPh  New- 
man,  historian  and  Lincoln 
scholar,  chooses  your  ques- 
tion jor  a  future  column,  we'll 
pay  you  $5. 

BY  RALPH  G.  NEWMAN 

1.  Where  was  the  first  high- 
rise  [skyscraper]  building  erect- 
ed?—Mrs.  Har- 
old F.  Nie- 
$m  mann,  Chicago. 

2.  Who  was 
Bathsheba  Her- 
ring?— Eleanor 
Merriam,  Chi- 
cago. 
1    3.  When  and 
f  by  whom  was 
I  the  first  alarm 
I  clock  made?— 
Miss  Nell  Clark, 
Dubuque,  la. 

4.  What  novel  caused  a  gov- 
ernmental investigation  of  meat- 
packing houses?— Charles  Kaus- 
larich,  Chicago. 

5.  What  early  American  pa- 
triot had  a  son  who  was  official- 
ly designated  as  a  traitor ?t-E. 
Duggan,  Louisville,  Ky. 

[Answers  in  sec.  3,  p.  45] 


Newman 


-    "  Ralph  "Newman's  History  Quiz  

Do  You  Remember? 


ANSWERS 


[Questions  on  page  4] 

1.  The  first  building  known 
as  a  skyscraper  was  a  ten 
story  structure  erected  by  the 
Home  Insurance  Company  of 
New  York  at  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  La  Salle  and  Adams 
streets  in  Chicago.  It  was  de- 
signed by  Maf.  William  Le- 
Baron  Jenney  and  built  in  1884-5. 
It  was  constructed  of  marble, 
flanked  by  four  columns  of  pol- 
ished granite  supporting  a 
marble  balcony.  Two  stories 
were  added  later.  A  steel  frame 
supported  the  entire  weight  of 
the  walls. 

•  •  • 

2.  When  President  Abraham 
Lincoln's  paternal  grandfather, 
whose  name  also  was  Abraham 
[1744-1786],  sold  his  Virginia 
lands  in  1780,  his  wife,  Ber-| 
sheba,  sjgned  the  deed.  Presi- 
dent Lincoln's  father,  Thomas, 
was  born  the  same  year  and 
died  in  1851.  Bersheba  [or  Bath- 
sheba] is  believed  to  have  been 
a  daughter  of  Leonard  Herring 
and  to  have -been  her  husband's 
second  wife  and  the  grand- 
mother of  President  Lincoln. 

•  •  • 

3.  The  first  alarm  clock  was 
made  by  Levi  Hutchins  of  Con- 
cord, N.  H.,  in  1787.  It  was  29 
inches  high  and  14  inches  wide 
and  inclosed  in  a  pine  case 
with  a  mirror  on  the  door.  The 
alarm  rang  at  a  fixed  time. 

•  •  • 

4.  The  publication,  in  1906,  of 
"The  Jungle,"  a  novel  by  Up- 
ton Sinclair,  based  on  his  ob- 
servation of  conditions  in  the 
Chicago  stockyards,  aroused 
nation-wide  interest  and  caused 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt 
to  institute  an  investigation. 
The  result  of  this  investigation 
was  the  passage  of  the  meat 
inspection  act  and  the  pure  food 
and  drugs  act.  The  book  be- 
came a  best  seller  in  the  United 
States  and  England  and  eventu- 
ally was  translated  into  17 
languages. 

•  •  • 

5.  Benjamin  Franklin  [1706- 
1790],  colonial  and  Revolution- 
ary war  statesman,  had  a  son, 
William    [1731-1813],  presum- 


The  Home  Insurance  building 
with  11th  and  12th  stories 
added. 

ably  by  his  common-law  wife, 
Deborah  Read.  The  boy  became 
his  father's  close  companion. 
When  Benjamin  Franklin  went 
to  England  as  agent  for  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  Jersey,  Wil- 
liam accompanied  him  and  in 
London  entered  the  Middle 
Temple.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar.  In  1763,  he  became 
governor  of  New  Jersey.  When 
the  Revolutionary  war  broke 
out,  William  Franklin  remained 
in  New  Jersey,  collecting  and 
transmitting  information  to 
England.  In  1776,  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  of  New  Jersey 
declared  him  "an  enemy  to  the 
liberties  of  this  country,"  and 
he  was  ordered  arrested.  He 
was  later  exchanged  with  the 
British  and  spent  the  rest  of 
his  life  in  England.  After  the 
war,  he  was  partially  recon- 
ciled [by  letter]  with  his  father. 
His  son,  William  Temple  Frank- 
lin, was  secretary  to  his  grand- 
father when  Benjamin  Franklin 
served  as  representative  of  the 
Continental  Congress  in  Paris 
[1776-1781]  and  later  edited  his 
works. 


June  25,  1968 
P.  0.  Box  78 
'coatesville,  Ind .  ^6121 


Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
1301  South  Harrison  Street 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  *+6801 

Gentlemen; 

Thank  you  very  much  for  the  Lincoln  Kinsman  sent 
to  me  by  your  office , 

It  certainly  was  an  oversight  on  my  part  when  I 
stated  that  the  dollar  was  inclosed.     I  meant  to 
inclose  it,  but  my  wife  mailed  it  out  before  I 
got  around  to  obtaining  the  Money  Order, 

May  I  say  that  I  feel  that  if  Bathsheba  Herring 
was  the  sister  of  Jesse  Herring,  who  was  married 
in  Pulaski  County  Kentucky  30  December  1818  by 
consent  of  Jane  Herring  for  William  Herring,  deceased. 
He  was  married  to  a  girl  by  the  name  of  Rachel  Clounch. 
Also  Alexander  Herrin  married  to  Nancy  Miser  by 
consent  of  Isaac  Herrin  on  30  December  1818, 
William  Herrin,  married  to  Sally  Evans  13  March  1805 
by  consent  of  Shadrack  Herrin  and  John  Evans. 
Also  Isaac  Herrin  married  to  Hannah  Collyer  29  Dec.  1810. 

I  was  told  that  previous  to  that  date  I  might  find 
some  marriage  contracts  in  the  Court  house  in  Stanford," 
Kentucky;  which  is  in  Lincoln  County,     I  intend  to 
be  in  Stanford,  Kentucky  soon  and  intend  to  check  the 
records  there  for  the  marriage  contract  of  Bathsheba 
Herrin  and  Abraham  Lincoln.     Or  at  least  Bathsheba, 

I  would  like  to  establish  the  fact  that  William 
Herrin  is  the  father  of  John  Herrin  who  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Montgomery.     John  was  born  9  April  1805 
and  Elizabeth  was  born  6  April  1813  according  to  the 
records  in  the  old  Bible  belonging  to  John  Herrin, 
my  great-grandfather. 


January  1,  1971    David  S.  &  Marjorie  H.  Keiser,  7733  Mill  Rd.,  Elkins  Park,  Pa.  19117 


David  S.  Keiser:-    Happy  New  Year!    The  Keisers  are  well  and  happy ....  Norman  and  Peg 
Keiser  spent  Thanksgiving  with  us,  and  Christmas  with  Peg's  family  in  Massachusetts. 
Last  December  19,  Norman's  picture  was  printed  in  the  Poughkeepsie  Journal  in  con- 
nection with  an  article  stating  he  is  the  supervisor  of  the  newly  created  Poughkeepsie 
Street  Academy,  a  state  funded  program  to  help  school  drop-outs  and  potential  drop-outs 
with  tutoring  and  other  assistance.    Thus  Norman,  after  teaching  ten  years  at  Oakwood 
School,  steps  into  a  city  job.    The  new  program  starts  with  about  thirty  students.... 
Peg  continues  her  hospital  work  as  an  occupational  therapist.    She,  also,  enjoys 
weaving  on  her  new  loom  in  their  new  apartment  at  73  Carroll  Street.    I,  David, 
recently  had  printed  in  the  June  7th  Bulletin  Sunday  Magazine  AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  CASSIUS ' 
CLAY.    He  never  replied  thereto.  ..At  a  recent  Lincoln  -  Civil  War  Society  meeting,  I 
introduced  the  speaker,  Mr.  Clifford  Owsley  of  Arlington,  Va.,  who  spoke  on  Lincoln's 
religion. 

Marjorie  H.  Keiser:-    May  the  New  Year  of  1971  bring  peace  and  health  to  you  and  the 
world.    David  and  I  spent  Christmas  week  with  Mel,  Beth  and  Megan,  their  2  l/2  year 
old  bundle  of  joy,  at  their  Greensboro,  N.C.  home  on  Dolly  Madison  Road,  so  named  be- 
cause Dolly  was  born  thereon.    They  live  just  off  the  campus  of  Guilford  College,  where 
Beth  teaches  English.    A  Yuletide  feature  much  enjoyed  by  Megan's  four  grandparents 
was  the  surprise  visit  of  us  five  Keisers  to  a  birthday  party  of  Beth's  father  at 
Williamsburg,  Virginia,  where  he  and  his  wife  were  visiting.    David  and  I  also  visited 
the  Melbeths  in  N.C.  last  June.    Mel  is  doing  graduate  study  at  Duke  University,  about 
fifty  miles  from  Greensboro.    He  is  not  teaching  this  year.    Mel  and  Beth  have  excel- 
lent slides  of  their  summer  trip  -  to  Colorado  to  attend  a  Danforth  conference  and 
visits  to  Minnesota,  New  Mexico,  and  California  to  see  (Beth's)  relatives .. .Melvin  had 
transferred  his  Germantown  Meeting  membership  to  Greenboro's  Friendship  Meeting,  of 
which  Mel  is  an  Overseer. 

David  is  now  the  only  active  Lincoln  genealogist.    He  is  having  fun  evaluating  certain 
would-be  ancestors  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  mother,  Nancy  Hanks..   The  names  I  hear 
him  mention  oftenest  (in  his  sleep)  are  a  Lucy  and  a  Bathsheba.  with  last  namesof 
I  Hanks  and  Herring.    On  12-29-1970.'  he'became  the  first-ever  to  find  a  documented^  -^OVB(^~ 
| Bathsheba  Herring- (in  an  old  will).|  D.S.  Keiser  has  also  found  a  new  mother  and  a  new 
father  for  Nancy  Hanks,  from  the  same  data  others  have  used.    In  I969,  he  solved  a  300 
year  old  enigma,  "Who  were  Lincoln's  first  American  ancestors?".    They  were  Lincoln's 
Pilgrim  forbears,  the  three  who  sailed  for  Plymouth  Rock  from  Armagh,  Ireland,  in 
1624.    The  family-head,  Rev.  John  Lyford,  actually  became  a  "historical  figure  of  old 
New  England",  when  he  became  the  first  ordained  minister  of  Plymouth  Colony,  yet  he 
was  arrested  and  jailed  by  Captain  Miles  Standish.      A  decade  ago,  David  found  those 
Quaker  ancestors  for  Lincoln  that  he  so  often  wrote  of  having  in  Pennsylvania.  They 
were  the  Flowers  and  the  Barnards  of  Marcus  Hook,  Pa.,  circa  1700. 

As  I,  Marjorie,  send  this  New  Year  letter  to  families  for  whom  I  have  baby-sat  over  the 
years,  I  have  happy  memories  of  their  children,  now  grown.    I  still  "sit",  and  enjoy 
the  children  as  much  as  ever.    I,  too,  like  work  at  the  Polls,  on  election  days, 
Knitting  is  a  hobby.    I  knitted  a  dress  for  Beth  Keiser,  one  of  our  two  lovely 
daughters-in-law,  recently.    I  read  mostly  Pearl  Buck's  books.    I  love  our  twelve  cats, 
six  of  which  are  kittens  just  about  old  enough  for  adoptions.    If  interested,  phone 
215  ME  5-1682. 

We  enjoy  our  three-month  summers  at  our  cabin  at  Camp  Lenape  at  Tafton,  Pa.  I8h6k,  in 
the  Poconos.    What  pure  joy  and  freedom  I  experience  as  I  hike  in  God's  Woods  with  the 
reality  of  His  Presence,  and  a  feeling  of  oneness  with  every  living  thing  from  the 
tiniest  creature  to  the  persons  of  the  whole  human  family. 

Three  of  the  past  four  summers  we  have  been  besieged  by  the  neighbors  to  rent  our  house 
to  families  moving  into  Elkins  Park  from  foreign  countries.    We  eventually  complied. 
They  were  the  Hieberts  from  Switzerland,  the  Whittams  from  England. 


•COTT,  Jonathan  -  D.'  February  25,  1781 
County:  ,  Duplin 

Sis-.  Mary  Scott,  Jenny  Chesnutt,  Jerusha  Murphrey, 

Peggy  Ades ,  Ashe  Scott 
Exec:  Mother  (not  named) 

Wit:  David  James,  Jacob  Fryer,  Winaford  Fryer 


Richard  -  D.  April  7,  1816 

Esther  Sessions  f 
Joseph,  Richard,  Jesse,  Philip  (dec'd), 
David,  Boon,  William,  Uriah  Sessions 
Daus;  Bathshaba  Herring,  Mary  Dodd ,  Winifred  Ses- 

sions, Sarah  Cromartie 
Exec:  Sons,  William,  Uriah  Sessions,  Peter  Cromartie 

rtit:  James  Williamson,  Hiram  Blackburn,  Laban 

Tatom,  John  Wright,  Jr. 


This  first-ever  documentation  of 
ft  2^h^eJbaJIejxlP4  will  prove  that 
Lincoln  never  had  IKRRIKG-  ancestry. 

One  must  look  for  a  new  Uathsheba* 
Found  "by  D.  S.Keiser    7733  Mill  Road 
35LKINS  PARK,  Pa.  19117  1-8-1971 

Too  Mam  Bathshebas 


3HAW,  Catherine  -  D.  September  15,  1877  -  P.  May .12,  1897 
Granddau:        Martha  Ann  Stephens 
Hit:  -  Anney  Stephens,  Daniel  McKinnon 


These  North  Carolina  Will-Aba tr 
are  lifted  from  a  book  thereon. 


/  /       u  juries 
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C»jnp  Lenape    Tafton    Pa  1846*4-      Sept  26  1972 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry, 

Thank  you  for  reminding  me  *if  someone  had  proved  or  disproved  the  illegitimacy  myth 
I  "would  have  already  heard  about  it.        Yes,  I've  done  just  that.  Have  two  versions'- 
a  fren  page  version  for  some  historical  magazine,   explaining  how,  why,  and  "by  whom, 
the  myth  started,  why  Dennis  Hanks  siad  what  he  did,  why  Herndon  printed  it,  etc.* 
The  other  version  is  a  three  page  one  in  which  there  is  not  any  mention  of  Dennis  Hanks 
or  William  Herndon,  and  instead  of  three  ways  of  rigorously  disproving  it,  there  are 
but  two.  given 

I  have  been  patiently  working  these  past  25  years,  aad  fuU  j^grjhj  past  ten  years,  sol 
Lincoln  mysteries,  like  t^e  identies  of  his  three  unknown  «w%tow,  "Through  finding 
the  very  first  documented  Bathsheba  Herring,  I  can  100*  disprove  that  Lincoln's  grandfs 
married  a  Herring'.  The  Hearest  there  evsr  was  to  a  Bathsheba  Herring'  Lincoln  was  aHath 
Sessions  Herring,  i.  e.   Some  Herring  relatives  recalled  an  old  BATHSHEBA  HHHRIHO.  A 
Whether  she  was  Miss  Bathsheba  Herring  or  Mrs  Bathsheba  Herring  made  no  difference.  She 
never  was  a  Miss  Herring  that  married  a  Lincoln.  Remember  how  the  Chrismans  arid  such 
always  talked  of  the  Bathsheba  Herring  in  their  family,  never  of  a  Bathsheba  Herring- 
Lincoln.     1  repeat,   "they  all"  remeBered  the  old  (great  aunt  ?)  Bathsheba  Herring.  I 
also  have  discovered  the  first  ancestors  of  Ires.  Lincoln  to  reach  America  -  in  l62^ 
from  Armagh,  Ireland.     He,  a  John  Lyford,was  an  authentic  historical  charactefc,  mention 
in  New  England  history  books.  His  daughter  (Martha)  married  Samuel  Lincoln  about  16^9. 
Lyford  graduated  from  Oxford,  in  1597,  i=h.d  got  his  Master '  s  degree  five  years  later. 
I  have  obtained  the  100%  disproof  that  Lincoln  had  Winter  ancestry.    Winter  willed 
some  property  to  his  grandson  TOM  LINCOLN,  but  as  he  mentioned  Tom's  dad  in  same  will, 
it  was  not  Lincoln's  dad,  but  a  THOMAS  LIHCOLH,  Jr..    I've  failed  to  find  where  Samuel 
Lincoln  came  from,  tho  I  once  thought  I  was  getting  his  parentage.     I  didn't. 

Sincerely, 

David  S.  Keiser 


Lincoln 

Tombstone 

Stolen 
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The  Lexington  Leader,  Lexington,  Ky.,  Tf 


FT.  KNOX,  Ky.  (AP)  — 
Something  of  value  has  been 
stolen  from  Ft.  Knox,  but  it's 
not  a  gold  brick  that  Kentucky 
state  troopers  are  looking  for. 

Someone,  somehow,  spirit 
ed  away  the  tombstone 
that  marked  the  grave  of 
Bersheba  Lincoln,  the  grand- 
mother of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
The  granite  monument  was 
stolen  from  a  remote 
cemetery  on  the  military 
reservation. 

Military  police  learned  from 
an  anonymous  call  on  Labor 
Day  that  the  stone  had  been 
taken. 

State  police  say  so  far,  they 
have  found  no  clues. 

Army  engineers  discovered 
the  graves  of  Lincoln's  ances- 
tors in  1952  when  they  clean- 
ed 94  civilian  cemeteries  that 
had  been  acquired  by  the  base 
along  with  old  farm  land. 

The  graveyard  where  Lin- 
coln's grandmother  was 
buried  is  on  the  site  of  the  old 
Mil!  Creek  Baptist  Church 
Cemetery. 

Lincoln's  grandmother  and 
her  two  daughters  and  a  son- 
in-law  were  discovered  to  be 
buried  in  the  cemetery.  Lincoln 
was  born  in  Kentucky  but 
later  moved  to  Illinois. 

Former  Illinois  Gov. 
William  G.  Stratton  and  a 
group  of  dignitaries  visited  the 
site  in  i960  with  a  gift  from 
the  state  that  adopted  the 
name,  "Land  of  Lincoln."  The 
gift  was  the  monument  for 
Lincoln's  grandmother. 

Sam  McDowell,  a  cemetery 
buff  and  author  of  "Fort  Knox 
Cemeteries,"  says  it  is  unlikely 
epitaph  collectors  or 
graveyard  genealogists  would 
steal  the  tombstone. 


Lincoln  Genealogy  by  Waldo  Lincoln. 
Thomas  Lincoln  married  June  12  1806  (Washington  Co.  Ky.  records)  on  Beach 
Pork  .Washington  Co.  Ky.  .Nancy  daughter  it  is  claimed  of  Joseph  and 
Nancy  (Shipley)  Hanks  pf  Amelia  Co.  Va.  and  Ellzabethtown  Ky.  ,born  Feb. 5 
1784  In  Amelia  Co.  .  She  died  Oct.  5  1818  at  Gentryville  Ind.    Few  women 
honestly  married  have  been  so  maligned  as  she  and  strangely  enough  all 
thecaluminious  stories  of  her  origin  and  marriage  have  been  due  to  the 
crdulity  of  one  man  whose  pppolrtunities  of  learning  the  truth  from  the  lip 
of  the  living  were  unequalled  but  who  seemed  to  have  put  undue  faith 
in  the  statements  of  Dennis  Hanks  who  appears  to  have  gone  out  of  his  way 
to  caluminate  and  belittle  both  Nancy  and  her  husband.    Mr.Wm  H.Herndon 
in  the  preface  to  his  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  says  "My  long  personal  ass- 
ociation with  Mr.  Lincoln  gave  me  special  facilities  in  the  direction 
of  obtaining  materials  for  these  volumes  .  Such  werer  our  relations  during 
all  that  portion  of  his  life  when  he  was  rising  to  distinction  that  I  had 
only  to  exercise  a  moderate  vigilance  in  order  to  gather  and  preserve 
the  real  data  of  his  personal  career"  .  Yet  Herndon  and  Lamon  who  used 
Herndons  collections  in  writing  his  life  of  Lincoln  both  believed  until 
1882  when  the  marriage  record  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  was  discovered  in  Wash- 
ington Co.  that  both  Abraham  and  his  mother  were  Illegitimate  and  Herndon 
goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  Abraham  himself  told  him  in  1850  ,the  only  time 
when  Mr.  Lincoln  ever  refered  to  his  ancestry  "that  his  mother  was  the 
illegitimate  daughter  of  Lucy  Hank  s  and  a  well  bred  Virginia  farmer". 
Elsewhere  Mr.  Herndon  tells  us  that  Mr.  Lincoln  ustally  had  but  little 
to  aay  himself    of  the  lives  of  his  parents  or  the  history  of  his  family 
before  their  aemoval  to  Indiana.  If  he  mentioned  the  Subject  at  all  at  was 
with  great  reluctance  and  significant  reserve.    There  was  something  about 
his  origin  he  never  cared  to  dwell  upon.  In  1900  Mrs.  Caroline  Hanks 
Hitchcock  published  "Nancy  Hanks  the  Story  of  Abraham  Lincolns  Mother" 
in  which  she  attemots  to  prove  that  Nancy  was  the  eighth  and  youngest 


child  if  Joseph  and  Nancy  Shipley  Hanks  :  that  they  removed  from  Virginia 
to  Kentucky  about  1789  and  settled  near  Elizabethtown  :  that  her  father 
died  in  1793  leaving  a  will  dated  Jan  9  1793  in  which  he  names  his  wife 
and  all  his  children  x  and  leaves  to  my  daughter  Nancy  one  heifer  yearling 
called  Peidy$  that  after  her  mothers  death  Nancy  went  to  live  with  her 
mothers  sister  Mrs,  Richard  Berry  who  was  Lucy  Shipley  befire  her  marriage 
and  thatthis  Richard  Berry  calling  himself  "garden"  with  Thomas  Lincoln 
signed  the  marriage  "bond  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  Hanks  twom  days  before  the 
marriage  which  marriage  is  recorded  in  the  records  of  Washington  Co.  at 
Springfield  certified  by  *ka:  Jesse  Head  D.H.E.chf Deacon  Methodist  Episcopa 
church)    The  bond  which  is  printed  in  facsimile  in  Miss  Tarbells  "Life  of 
Lincoln"  Vol  1  p/10  reads  as  follows  (did  not  copy  the  bond  as  I  thot  it 
was  in  Warrens  Lincoln's  Parentage  and  Childhood"  butncant  ffcnd  it) 
Since  the  publication  of  Mrs,  Hithcocks    book  its  statements  have  been 
accepted  generally  as  true.    If  they  are  it  is  inconceivable  that 
Abraham  who  was  in  his  tenth  year  when  his  mother  died  and  had  lived 
nearly  all  his  life  near  his  mothers  relatives  should  have  believed  that 
either  he  or  his  mother  were  liiegitamate  or  should  have  been  told  by 
his  father  or  even  by  Dennis  Hanks  that  his  mother  was  the  daughter 
legitimate  oti  illegitimate  of  Lucy  Hanks  of  whose  existence  no  evidence, 
has  thus  far  been  produced.    Yet  it  is  to  be  regretted    that  Mrs.  Hitchcoc 
has  not  presented  more  conclusive  evidence  to  prove  tha$    Joseph  Hanks 
daughter  named  in  his  will  was  born  as  stated  on  Feb.  5  1784  and  was  the 
Nancy  who  was  mam±  married  to  Thomas  Lincoln  in  1806,  Unfortunately  Mrs. 
Hitchcocks  statements  concerning  Mr  and  Mrs.  Richard  Berry  are  contradicte 
bt  he  fact  recently  communicated  to  the  writer  that  Richard  Berry  Sr. 
died  in  1798  his  will  recorded  in  will  book  A  p.  134  in  which  his  wife 
is  called  Rachel  •  Nor  was    the  wife  of  the  younger  Richard  who  was  probab 
-ly  the  signer  of  the  marriage  bond  named  Lucy  but  Cally  or  Sally  ,his  m 
marriage  to  Cally  Ewing  being  recorded  .  Th»re  was  therefore  no  kind 


Uncle  Richard  and  Aunt  Lucy  as  they  were  called  "by  Mrs.  Hitohoocfc  for 
Nancy  to  have  lived  with  until  she  was  married  and  this  rather  casts  a 
doubt  upon  all  of  Mrs  Hitchcooks  conclusions.  It  is  hoped  that  further 
investigations  may  prove  them  correct. 

MagazinenGenealogy"  Sept.  1920. 
1 

In  the  quaint  village  of  Hingham  England  County  of  Norfolk,  the  Lincolns 
were  tradespeople  as  early  as  the  fifteenth  century. 

2 

Samuel  Lincoln  of  Norfolk  Co.  vame  to  New  England  in  1737  at  the  age  of 
18, settled  in  Hingham  Mass.  ,  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  picturesque 
towns  An  the  colony 

3. 

Mowdecai  Lincoln  , fourth  son  of  Samuel  was  horn  in  Hingham  June  15  1657 
He  married  Sarah  Jones  in  Hull  Mass.  and  removed  to  Scituate  .another 
quaint  old  town  in  1704 

4. 

The  first  son  ,Mordecai,  Lincoln  Jr.  horn  April  24  1686  with  his  younger 
brother, Abraham,  removed  to  Freehold  Monmouth  Co.  N.J.  Abraham  was  the 
village  blacksmith. 

5. 

In  Freehold  N.J.  Eordecai  married  in  1710  Hannah  Salter  daughter  of 
Richard  Salter       Berks  Co.  Penna.  1736. 

6 

John  Lincoln  eldest  son  of  Mordecai  Jr.  in  1758  moved  to  Augusta  Co.  Va. 
Here  in  the  wilderness  he  built  one  of  lihe  first  log  cabins  .  He  had  five 
sons  among  them  Abraham 

7. 

Abraham  the  second  of  the  name  , son  of  John  , married  Mary  Shipley  who 
came  from  North  Carolina  ,  and  they  went  to  live  on  a  farm  in  Tennessee 
in  the  Wautauga  Valley.  There  is  ao  more  historic  spot  in  America  than  the 
Wautauga  Valley  Here  the  Wautauga  Association  set  up  the  firdt  free  and 


independent  government  upon  the  continent.  Herethe  Kings  Mountain  Boys  gat 
gathered  from  the  hills  and  valleys  to  go  and  fight  one  if  the  decisive 
battles  o*  the  Revolution. 

9. 

At  Wautauga  the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was  horn  •  He  grew  to  he  a  tall 
and  stalwart  pioneer  and  an  expert  hunter  .  While  a  lad  he  hired  himself 
to  his  uncle  Isaac  Lincoln  .living  on  Wautauga  Creek. 

In  178£  Abraham  and  son  Thomas  moved  in  wovered  wagons  to  Kentucky  entered 
a  tract  of  400  acres  on  Licking  Creek  and  built  a  cabin  at  Port  Beargrass. 


Lincoln  Genealogy   by  Waldo  C.  Lincoln, 

Mr  Lincoln  married  mllcense  given  June  6  1770  in  Augusta  Go,  &wnrrgy* 
Virginia,  Bathshebadaughter  it  Is  claimed  of  Leonard  Herring  ofBridgewater 
Va.  , whose  "birth  and  death  have  not  been  learned,     xhe  marriage  license 
la  printed  in  "Abstracts  from  the  records  of  Augusta  Co.  Va,  vol.  2  p. 277* 
but  unfortunately    the  name  of  the  bride  is  not  given. 

In  claiming  that  her  name  was  Bathsheba  Herring  the  writer  is  aware  that 

e 

he  is  contradicting  evxy  biographer  of  Prs,  Lincoln  since  Nicholay  and 
Hay  on  the  authority  of  Hon.  J.L.ITall  of  Missouri  , first  claimed  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  married  Mary  Shipley  and  that  she  was  the  mother  of  all 
his  children.       Mr  J.Henry  Lea  in  searching  for  datA  for  the  ancestry 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  seems  to  have  been  the  first  to  notice  that„the  deed 
by  which  Abraham  Lincoln  sold  his  lands  in  Virginia, his  wife  was  called 
Bathsheba  but  he  did  not  learn  of  the  record  of  Abrahams  marriage  license 
and  accepted  too  hatily  unsupported  statemenrts  as  to  the  dates  of  birth 
of  Abraham  and  his  children. 

On  the  facts  as  he  had  them,  Lea  concluded  that  Mary  Shipley  was  Abrahams 
first  wife  a#d  the  mother  of  four  of  his  children;that  she  died  about  1778 
taht  Abraham  married  Bathsheba  Herring  as  his  second  wife  about  1779 
and  that  ehe  was  the  mother  of  Thomas  who?  Lea  claimed, was  born  Jan,  20 
1780/ignoring  the  age  which  Pres.  Lincoln  in  his  family  Bible  ascribed  to 
his  father  at  his  death, which  would  place  Thomas's  birth  on  Jan,  6  1778 
and  apparently  ignorant  that  ffancy  ,the  youngest  child  of  Abraham  was 
born  March  25  1780.    Mr  Lea  assumed  that  it  was  Bathshebas  comf inement 
with  Thomas  in  Jan.  1780  which  accounted  for  her  inability  to  attend  the 
County  Court  in  Feb.  1780  and  in  Sept.  1781.    He  ■xpiaiaaat  expressed  a 
doubt  whether  she  ever  went  to  Kentucky  and  survived  her  husband  ,for  the 
reason  that  ,  as  teh  mother  of  Thomas  she  would  have  defended  the  youth 
from  the  abuse  and  neglect  which  according  to  tradition  he  suffered  at  the 
hand  s  of  his  elder  brothers.         Honorable  J.L.Hall  of  Carthage  Mo.  the 


great  grandson    of  Abraham  Lincoln   by  his  younger  daughter  Nancy, persuade 
Nicolay  and  Hay  that  Abraham  married  Mary  Shipley,  Mr.  Nails  sister,  Mrs 
Louise  Hardaway  of  Jasper  Misinformed  the  writer  that  she  remembere:  very 
distinctly  her  great  grandmother  Lincoln  who  lived  to  be  near  one  hundred 
years  oldand  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  Nancy  and  is  buried  in  Mill 
Creek  graveyard  in  Hardin  Co.  Kentucky  ,but  no  stone  marks  her  grave. 
Mrs.  Hardaway  was  not  positive  that  Abrahams  wifes  name  was  Mary  but  that 
xttoma mrto&M Bi Ift was  the  impression  she  had  always  had,  and  she  was  no 
certain  that  it  was  not  Bathsheba  but  that .whatever  her  name, she  was  the 
mother  of  all  the  children  .    Maj.  Georga  Chrisman  of  Rockingham  Co.  Va. 
informed  the  writer  that  his  great  Aunt  Betsey  Herring,  a  maiden  lady 
and  a  niece  of  Leonard  Herring  ,the  reputed  father  of  Bathsheba,  always 
said  that  Mordecai  Lincoln  was  a  son  of  Abraham  and  Bathsheba  .  She  was 
confirmed  by  Mr.  John  Herring  ,a  cousin  of  Maj.  Chrisman.    To  reconsile 
these  conflicting    statements  ,it  was  flrarcently  the  theory  of  the  writer 
that  Bathsheba  was  Abrahams  first  wife  and  the  mother  of  all  his  children; 
that  she  fell  ill  after  the  birth  of  Nansy  which  oocured  March  £5  1780, 
from  which  illness  she  died  soon  after  renouncing  her  dower  rights;  that 
Abraham  having  sold  his  Virginia  farm  and  purchased  lands  in  Kentucky  to 
which  he  had  made  all  prepe rat ions  to  move,  fonnd  himself  a  widower  with 
five  children  ,two  of  who*  were  in  absolute  need  of  a  mothers  care  and  tha 
he  therefore  married  for  a  second  wife  and  probably  before  leaving  Va* 
Mary  Shipley  who  was  therefore  the  stepmother  of  all  the  children  and 
looked  upon  by  the  younger  childrenn  as  their  mother,  Nancy  certainly 
be in  unable  to  reaember  any  stzsxx  other. 

This  theory  has  been  proven  false  by  a  recent  discovery  among  old  papers 
in  the  Kentucky  Stata  Capitt[lat  Frankfort  of  a  number  of  early  tax  lists 
including  tho  se  for  Washingtonn  Col  for  the  years  1798, 1795, and  1800 
These  discredit  the  statements  of  Mr.  Noll  and  Mr.  Hardway  and  establish 
the  fact  that  Bathsheba  survived  tor  husband  and  was  certaimly  living  in 
1792  in  Washington  uounty  Kyi  where  she  was  taxed  on  Oct.  16  as  one 


owning  one  horse  and  ten  oattle  tut  no  land  end  as  havin* 
in  her  ^  between  the  ages  of  Xe  and  3X     L       T  ^ 
.homes  who  was  l4  years  m  u  1?g2  ^  -«        nave  oeen 

in  1,5,2  and  must  have  bean  ta^.t. 
that  he  was  born  betWeen  ^  W  .Proving 

in  tne  eneestry  of  atraham  t,  ^  ^  *  ^  10  17<"  «  «iven 

ry  OX  Abrahem  linooln  p  84  ,  Mordeoal  the  old««f 

T  ~  -         -  -  —  -seated  as       h       J  * 

-  -at  therefore  >ave  been  born  before  «.  l6  lm  J  ^  ^  " 
*or  100  a.  of  .and  X  hor..  and  ,  ^  ^  ™  8  *  « 
listed  on  the  same  day  it  as  Bafe  t                               hiS  "°thar  "*» 

-  -  -U.the  mother  ol^    0  I  ~  T  ^  ^ 

-  —  as  ^jr^i^rr  • in  1795  ~ 

neme  disappears  nor  does  it  r9a  "* 

*•  -ay  have  rented  reeved  fr     »  *  **  °f  1800' 

u  removed  from  Washing  tor,  n« 

x  *  -ith  her  darter  Mary  or  She  .a  \  ' 

or  sue  may  have 

It  •   Herdeway  l,  that  her  ^         *   ™  *h°  ths  "ooXleotion  of 

she  may  be  ri«ht    fnr  «,  00     ■*  UT8d  *°  *  er98t  **9  in  "hioh 

right  .for  tho  she  and  Mr.  flaXXere  evidently 

—  they  may  he  oorreot  in  other  PartionXars.  ^  "  t0  ^ 

Theae  tax  lists  as  to  whn^ 

—ring  w  Praotic.uy  oertain  ^;2iz u iffiportan°9  as 

-  —en  name  wes  Setheheba,  ^^^7^  ^ 
«  ^  him  at  Xeast  nntilx  1793  tthat  ,  °hUdr9n 
Probable  tho  her  parentage  and  de       I  8Uraame  ^  H*r*la*  is  P 

»eans  proved  Xt  is  t  v  "  Pr9Vl0USly  ^  ^« 

proved. it  iS  taken  from  the  aceomn- 

-  —am  Unaox.   whieh  eeeme  to  < Z L  i    ^  ^  ^ 
«  is  not  supported  hy  evidenoe     Ao    7  "  "  ^  tradlti°n 

-  ^usta  Co.  vox  3  p    TT  ^  *  *™  *  Hocords 

<■  p.  376  Leonard  Herron  was  irrsnt^  . 
in  Angust  JT«  .  »,        h8yg  erWlted  a  -^iage  Xioehse 

n«+  v  ^  8n  a  800004  marriage  hut  if  r,n+  ». 

not  ha»e  had  a  daughter  .ia  «  0t  ne  00uld 

*    e°nmi0nS  °f  the  E-^ngham  Co.  reoords  maie  it  e^remel    ,  v 
that  Bathshehas  parentaee  wl„  ev9r  >#  ^  9rfr9me^  d-"*nX 


Extract  from  Lincoln  Magazine . 
Abraham  Lincoln  ,son  of  John  married  Mary  Shipley  of  North  Carolina 
They  had  issue-  Mordecai, Josiah^ Thomas, lary  and  Nancy, 
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Members  of  tne  tierrin  Family 

Alexander  Merrin  lived  in  tx&  Linviile  Creek 
region  of  Augusta  county >Va.(  now  Rockingham 
county)  as  early  as  1746.        emigrated  to  Vir- 
ginia from  tue  nortu, probably  from  Pennsylvania. 
His  name  appears  in  tue  records  of  Augusta  county 
in  a  number  of  places, and  in  some  places  it  is 
spelt  iierron  and  rterren.Xn  we  county  records  are 
also  found  t*ae  following  names:  William  i*erren, 
Jo sepxi, Samuel, .Leonard, and  be  Unwell  or  ^etnuel 
interring.  Tiie  last  named  was  a  constable  in  1773* 
William  werren  owned  076  acres  of  land  in  Hock* 
ingham  county  in  1789. 
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We  the  Undernamed  Subscribers    duly  Sworen  to  appease  the  Following  articles 

for  the  Use  of  tn  Expedition  against  the  //abash  Indians  Commanded  by  General  Cla  

for  Capt.  George  Pomeroy's  Company;  September  the  8th,  1786. 

.1,1    .     f  r 

A  Cow  the  Property  of  Richard  Chenowitz  to  Six  Pounds  C*jtu~45V_  

A  Steer  the  Property  of  John  McManes  to  Four  Pounds  "   

A  Steer  the  Property  of  Thomas  Curry  to  Six  Pounds   

A  Cow  the  Property  of  James  Denny  to  Seven  Pounds 

A  Steer  the  Property  of  Robert  EakeBB  to  Six  Pounds   

A  Stray  Steer  at  William.  Murrys  at  Linns ^^tatiprj  tp  Three  Pounds  — 
A  bull  supposed  to  be  the  Property  of  Capf^^rakenridge  or 
William  Robison 

A  steer  the  Property  of  John  Humes  to  six  Pounds   — 

A  Cow  the  Property  of  Christian  Shake  to  six  Pounds   

A  Blanket  the  Property  of  Arthur  Chenowitz  to  one  pound  fourteen 

shillings  

A  Steer  the  Property  of  John  Reed  to  Five  pounds   ■  

A  Blanket  the  Property  of  Robert  Mc  Cune  to  twelve  shillings   

A  Bag  the  Property  of  Sam  Shannon  of  Narsheres  Creer   

A  Bag  the  Property  of  Moses  Kirkpatrick  to  Nine  Shillings  -—  

A  bag  the  Property  of  George  Pomeroy  to  twelve  shillings   —  

A  bag  the  Property  of  William  Rice  to  fifteen  shillings   

Four  Lash  Ropes  four  Halters  belonging  to  James  A.  Sturges  Senr.   

A  Packsaddle  belonging  to  John  Holt 

A  Gun  the  Property  of  Moses  Tyler  

A  Gun  Shotbag  and  Powderhorn  the  Property  of  Robt.  Tyler  —  

A  Shotbag  Powderhorn  Blanket  and  Packsaddle  the  Property  of 

Henner  Seaton  

A  Gun  the  Property  of  the  Widow  Lincoln 

A  Mare  the  Property  of  George  Pomeroy      CV-^U-w^   3l3  — .  , 

A  Mare  the  Property  of  James  Patterson  - 

A  Packsaddle  the  Property  of  Blair  Ballard   

A  Blanket  the  Property  -of  Benj  .  Hun  C^x  /^^»   -  .  

A  Packsaddle  the  Property  of  Robt.  McCune  -  — 

A  Horre  the  Property  of  William  Murry  ^     rxL   1  

A  Gun    the  Property  of  Abner  Hughes  with  Shotbag  &nd  horn   — — 

A  Bag  the  Property  of  John  Reed  tp  twelve  shillings   ~ 

A  Bag  the  Property  of  John  Sharp  to  twelve  shillings 

A  Mare  the  Property  of  John  Reed  to  Sixteen  Pounds   .-, 

A  bell  the  Property  of  John  Reed  to  ten  shillings   — 

A  bell  and  bell  strap  the  Property  of  Nicholas  Russel   — 

A  Horse  the  Property  of  Eden  Horton  to  twelve  pounds  —  — — . 

A  bag  the  Property  of  Daniel  Curry  to  six  shillings   
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James  A.  Sturges 
Henner  Seaton 


LINCOLN  VS.  YOBK       WD  COY 

Jreb.  X,  1788 

I  pSTflttlae  If  S  -use  to  be  &HM  for  ftaraftg  frlflfiqlft 

the  clearing  a*  two  acras  of  Isjafi  tsatft  Mttfci  for  four  pounds  the  voric  |i  to  be  done 

mi  |  r.T,d  Bit  Wn  to  be  cleared  for  for  the  plow  for  six  pounds. 

T#Bt  Jerimejah  Torte 

James  Oulloush  Entertined  before  signed 

Salt  breast  against  him  for  covexi&nt  broken  and  recover 

*  30  pan*.  MM.  ItayaO.  1788 

Indorsement 

Wot.  executed  by  order  of  Plaintiff. 

Thompson  Bridge© 
BuAdel  Jndsnentu*  fag****  MAH  Jtagust,  1758 

"  VJUW  (Lu^aX^  Cru^f  la>vccuf  J 


Dr.  T.  W.  Johnson  Gov.  James  D.  Williams  John  W.  Furnas 

Dandridge   Tucker  Gen.  George  Russ  Alex  Herron 

Levi  Pennington  Dr.  Allen  Furnas  J.  D.  Kingsbury,  of  Indiana  Farmer 

Gov.  Williams  as  a  Farmer  Copyright  1877 

Log  Rolling  on  the  Farm  of  Dr.  Furnas  near  Danville,  Ind.  Wade,  Norton  &  Co. 


Indiana  Magazine  ©f  History  June  '36 


Jefferson  County  Circuit  Court  Papers 
Court  House 


June  4,  1883 

John  Todd1 s  name 

Know  all  men  by  the  presents  that  I  Squire  Boone  and  Paul  Steel  of  the 
County  of  Lincoln  and  State  of  Virginia  promise  to  pay  seven  shillings.... 
to  Prances  Jack 

Peb.  21,  1783  Squire  Boone 

1st.  Joseph  Wilson  Paul  x  Steel 

Benj.  Roberts  appeared  as  bail  for  Boone  #1213 

Waller  Stallard  signed  as  witness  on  certificate  of  Floyd  to  Wells. 
Samuel  Wells  signature 

June  20,  1735  #2248 


Squire  Boone  of  Jefferson  County  to  Isaac  Hite  210  pounds,  April 
24,  1784 

Test.  Ben  Patton  Squire  Boone 

Jos.  Hite  #369 


I  acknowledge  myself  to  be  bail  for  Capt.  John  Rogers.  Given  under  ray  hand 
the  31st  January  1784 
Test       Ben  Pope 

Executed      John  Clark  bail 

Ben  Pope,B. S. 

#339 

Edward  Goodwin       Efen  Triplet t 
with 

Bland  Ballard       October  4,  1781  #358 


Signature  of  W.  Clark  on  an  endorsement  by  John  Montgomery,  April 
7,  1785  #869 


Catherine  Frye,  asse 
John  Read,  asse 
Isa;  c  Keller,  asse 
vs. 

Papers  Joser>h  Sprigg  and  William  Pope,  Ex1  or.      Meredith  Price,  December 


"We  the  subscribers  do  promise  to  pay  Isaac  Keller  his  certain 
attorney  heirs  or  assignes  the  just  and  full  sum  of  3  pounds  5  shillings 
current  money  of  Virginia  with  lawful  interest  thereon  if  not  punctually  paid 
by  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  November  next  ensuing  value  received  of  him  to 
which  payment  will  and  hereby  to  be  made.  We  bind  ourselves  our  each  of  our 
several  heitrs,  executors  and  administrators  Lincoln  by  these  presents  in  the 
penal  sura  of  six  pounds  ten  shillings  money  aforesaid.  Witness  our  hand  and 
seal  this  27th  Hay  Anno  Dom  1783. 

Sealed  and  Delivered  Joseph  Sprigg  seal 

In  presence  of  Mer.th  Price  seal 

D.  T.  Standeford 
Moses  Kuykendall 

(To  be  ordered  vs.  Wm.  Pope 
Ex' or.  of  Price) 

Endorsements 


Memorandum.  The  within  Bond  was  taken  for  a  saddle  the  private  property 
of  the  within  names  Isaac  Keller 

Mer.th  Price 

I  do  assign  over  all  my  right  and  title  of  the  within  note  to  Thomas 
Reed  for  value  received  of  him  as  witness  my  hand  this  12th  day  of  October, 
1783. 

Isaac  Keller 


I  do  hereby  asign  over  the  within  note  unto  Cally  George  it  being  for 
value  received  of  her  as  witness  my  hand  this  21  day  of  December  1783. 

John  Reed 

Test. 

Abrm.  Lincoln 


Keller 
vs 

Sprigg  & 
Price 

L  3.. 5 


Bond 

Jefferson 


Catherine  Frye,  asse 
John  Read,  asse 
Isaac  Keller,  asse 
vs. 

Papers  Joseph  Sprigg  and  William  Pope,  Ex' or.      Meredith  Price,  December 

"We  the  subscribers  do  promise  to  pay  Isaac  Keller  his  certain 
attorney  heirs  or  assignes  the  just  and  full  sum  of  3  pounds  5  shillings 
current  money  of  Virginia  with  lawful  interest  thereon  if  not  punctually  paid 
"by  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  Nove.iber  next  ensuing  value  received  of  him  to 
which  payment  will  and  hereby  to  be  made.  We  bind  ourselves  our  each  of  our 
several  heiftrs,  executors  and  administrators  Lincoln  "by  these  presents  in  the 
penal  sum  of  six  pounds  ten  shillings  money  aforesaid.  Witness  our  hand  and 
seal  this  27th  Hay  Anno  Dom  1783. 

Sealed  and  Delivered  Joseph  Sprigg  seal 

In  presence  of  Mer.th  Price  seal 

D.  T.  Standeford 
Moses  Kuykendall 

(To  be  ordered  vs.  Wm.  Pope 
Ex' or.  of  Price) 

Endorsements 

Memorandum.  The  within  Bond  was  taken  for  a  saddle  the  private  property 
of  the  within  names  Isaac  Keller 

Mer.th  Price 

I  do  assign  over  all  my  right  and  title  of  the  within  note  to  Thomas 
Reed  for  value  received  of  him  as  witness  my  hand  this  12th  day  of  October, 
1783. 

Isaac  Keller 


I  do  herehy  asign  over  the  within  note  unto  Cally  G-eorge  it  being  for 
value  received  of  her  as  witness  my  hand  this  21  day  of  December  1783. 

John  Reed 

Test. 

Abrm.  Lincoln 


Keller 

ys  Bond 

Sprigg  &  Jefferson 

Price 
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The  Lincoln  Nationa 


Life  In 


surance  Company 

^ome  Office- Fort  Wayne, In diana 


!?ts  name  indicates  its  character 


Policy  No. 

Enclosed  is  a  Policy  Loan  Mote  for  $ 
From  this  amount  the  following  deductions  will  be  made  when  the 
check  is  issued: 


pency 


The  Lincoln  National 
Life  Insurance  Company 


SVo/77<9  Office-  Fort  Wayne, In diana 


9ts  name indicates  its  character 


Policy  No. 

Enclosed  is  a  Policy  Loan  Note  for  $ 
From  this  amount  the  following  deductions  will  be  made  when  the 
check  is  issued: 
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